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'God  for  Us'  slated  for  Evangelism  Conf 

By  Carl  M.  White  the  coliseum 


Associate  Editor 


Preparations  are  underway  for  the 
Mississifmi  Baptist  presentation  of  the 
popular  Christian  musical,  "God  for  Us," 
scheduled  for  January  22  at  2  p.m.  in  the 
Mississippi  Coliseum  in  Jackson,  according 
to  Graham  Smith,  director  of  the  Church 
Music  Department  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board  (MBCB). 

Admission  is  free  and  the  event  is  open 
to  the  public. 

The  musical  is  a  major  part  of  the  2000 
Mississippi  Baptist  Evangelism 
Conference,  which  Wgins  January  21  at 
1:30  p.m.  at  Ridgecrest  Church  in  Madison. 

S.  A.  "Sonny"  Adkins,  director  of  the 
MBCB  Evangelism  Department  and  coor¬ 
dinator  of  the  annual  conference,  said  the 
theme  for  this  year's  conference  is  "Lift 
High  the  Cross. 


Published  Since  1877 


December  23, 1999 
VoL.  123 
No.  45 


Celebrate  Jesus 
2000  emphasis  is 
instigated 
presenta- 
so  pre- 
is 

under  the  ban- 
pointing 

Eeople  to  the 
Jesus  as  the 
Lord  of  the  new 
millennium,"  Smith  added. 

Smith  said  that  a  number  of  churches 
are  bringing  their  banners  as  part  of  the 
celebration. 

"There  will  also  be  the  flags  of  all  the 
nations  where  Southern  Baptists  have  mis¬ 
sionaries,  ;  ’ 
in  native  dress, 

"The  last  song  of  "God  for  Us, 


"That  is  what  we  are  proclaiming." 
Smith  said.  "Here  in  our  state,  this  is  what 
we  believe,  that  God  is  God  of  all  of  us." 

For  more  information  about  "God  for 
Us,"  contact  Smith  at  P.  O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Telg^hone:  (601) 
292-3267,  or  toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800) 
748-1651,  ext.  267. 

For  more  information  on  the  2000 
Mississippi  Baptist  Evangelism  Conference, 
dkins  at  the  above  address. 
Telephone  (601)  292-3278,  or  toll-free  out¬ 
side  Jackson  (8()0)  748-1651,  ext.  278. 


along  with  several  missionaries 
irzzs.  Smith  said. 

sums  up 

eveiy  tribe,  every 
every  land,  glory,  giving 

NARRATING  AND  DIRECTING  —  Jim  Futral  (right),  then  pastor  of  ‘ng  praise  unto  the  Umb  of  God.' 
Broadmoor  Church,  Jackson,  and  now  executive  director/treasurer  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  (MBCB),  narrates  for  the  Jan.  19,  1998 
production  of  God  with  Us  in  the  Mississippi  Coliseum.  Behind  him,  Graham 
Smith,  director  of  the  Church  Music  Department  for  MBCB,  conducts  the  2,000- 
voice  choir  and  140-piece  orchestra.  (Photo  by  Tim  Nicholas) 

Speakers  for  the  evangelism  conference 
include  Jerry  Pipes  of  the  North  American 
Mission  Board  (NAMB)  Phil  Roberts  of 
NAMB;  Alabama  evangelist  Junior  Hill, 
and  others. 

The  "God  for  Us"  musical  will  feature  a 
3,000- voice  choir  from  105  churches  across 
Mississippi  —  and  one  church  from 
Alabama,  Smith  said. 

"We  welcome  any  church  choir  to  join 
with  us,"  Smith  said. 

The  choirs  will  be  accompanied  by  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Symphony  Orchestra, 
which  Smith  anticipates  will  have  over  200 
musicians  for  the  performance.  . 

The  orchestra  has  a  rehearser-  retreat 

Planned  for  January  21  at  6  p.m.  at  Pearl 
ligh  School's  new  band  hall  in  Pearl.  The 
or^estra  rehearsal  will  continue  on 
January  22  at  8:30  a.m.  in  Mississippi 
Coliseum. 

Smith  urged  the  various  choirs  to  arrive 


Miss.  Crosswalk'  planned 


NOBTS  sets  classes 


Letters  to  the  editor 


WITH  VOICES  RAISED  —  Members  of  the  2,000-voice  mass  choir  and  140-piece 
orchestra  perform  during  the  Jan.  19,  1998  production  of  the  musical  God  with  Us  in  the 
Mississippi  Coliseum.  (Photo  by  Tim  Nicholas) 


Sunday  School  lessons 
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Taking  back  the  'Holiday  Season 


As  Christmas  Day  arrives  each  year.  One  needn't  be 
it's  difficult  for  a  Christian  not  to  a  respected 
notice  how  the  appointed  birthday  researcher  to 
of  Jesus  has  been  hijacked  by  our  obses-  reach  such  conclu¬ 
sively  materialistic  culture.  What  should  be  sions,  however, 
a  celebrativ'e,  respectful,  and  humble  Just  visit  any 
observation  of  the  arrival  of  the  long-  shopping  center 
promised  Savior  has  been  so  tw'isted  into  or  mall  during  the 
bacchanalian  overkill  that  its  original  pur-  month  of 

pose  has  been  all  but  swept  away.  December.  At  no 

Christmas  Day  —  the  spiritually-  other  time  of  year 
unique,  one-day  annual  event  in  our  is  this  flagrant 
lives —  has  been  magically  transformed  behavior  more  on 
into  the  "Holiday  Season,'’  the  better  to  display  than  dur- 
extend  the  gift-buving  period.  Even  ing  the  magical 
the  so-called  "Hofiday  Season"  has  "Holiday  Season." 
been  extended  to  begin  around  It's  enough  to 
Thanksgiving  and  end  some  time  bring  to  mind  the 
around  New  Years  Day,  the  better 
to  extend  the  artifice  to  the  max. 

It's  not  unusual  in  our  part  of  the 
country  to  spot  Christmas...  er, 
excuse  me,  "Holiday  Season"  deco- 
rations  in  stores  beginning  the  first 
week  of  October.  Wnen  the  temper 


"I  WANT  ALl  TNese  CNIVDeCN 
ANP  COUNTCRPARYS 

TNROUSHOUT  TH6  INORlp  TO 
KNOiN  THe  TRUf  OP 

CNRISTMAS  / " 

\  ' 


Editor's 

Notebook 


America  of  today.' 
ourselves  if  this 

Clays  until  ynnstmas.  Retailers  issue  omi-  type  of  conduct  AjiV 

nous  warnings  to  beat  the  crowds  and  not  brings  honor  to  |  £ 
wait  until  all  the  good  gifts  are  gone.  In  our  the  One  whose  JjM  [J^ 
country  tociay,  what  greater  social  sin  is  birthday  once 

there  thau  giving  a  picked-over,  second-  meant  some-  ^ 

rate  gift?  How  eauche!  thing  at  this  time  k  n'ra-w 

Which  only  leads  to  the  defining  state-  of  year  other 
ment  of  mcxiem  American  society;  What  than  massive  Ml  I 
do  you  get  for  someone  who  already  has  overindulgence. 
everything?  Sadly,  the  answer  is  usually  In  other  words, 
something  as  useless  as  it  is  expensive.  what  would  Jesus  do? 

The  news  media  recently  reported  the  We  have  a  record  of  Jesus' life  that  inar- 
conclusions  of  a  group  of  researchers  who  guably  leaves  no  doubt  about  what  he 
have  studied  the  American  buying  psyche,  would  do.  He  wouldn't  be  at  the  mall 
They  found  that  monetary  expemditure  jostling  for  position  at  the  check-out  regis- 
itself  has  become  the  end  rather  than  the  ter.  He  wouldn't  be  preemptively  purchas- 
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ing  antacids  for  his  coming  holiday  feast, 
and  he  sure  wouldn't  be  standing  in  line  at 
the  licjuor  store  to  pay  for  the  false  spirits  of 
the  "Holiday  Season." 

What,  then,  would  Jesus  be  doing  at  this 
time  of  year  and,  by  extension  as  nis  fol¬ 
lowers,  what  should  we  be  doing 

- 1  this  time  of  year? 

ml  Read  your  Bible  and  pray  for  the 
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type  of  insight  only  the  Lord  can 
provide,  and  the  picture  will 
become  crystal  clear.  Jesus  left  us  the 
model;  we  need  only  heed  it. 

Isn't  it  about  time  we  started  liv¬ 
ing  as  if  we  believed  Jesus  is  who  he 
said  he  is?  The  "Holiday  Season,"  it 
would  seem,  might  well  be  the  per¬ 
fect  place  to  start. 
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Due  to  postal  regulations  that  limit  The  Baptist  Record  to 
fifty  issues  per  year,  the  newspaper  will  not  publish  on 
December  30.  The  next  issue  of  Tne  Baptist  Record  will  be 
dated  January  6,  2000. 

The  staff  of  The  Baptist  Record  wishes  for  you  and  your 
family  a  joyous  observance  of  the  birth  of  our  Savior. 


Baptist  Record  Advisory  Committee 
C'lrant  Arinder,  BeIzoni 
Bettye  Cow.ird,  Clinton 
Charles  Dun.igin,  McComh 
Allan  Nix,  Laurel 
David  Petty,  lackson 
Gary  Richardson,  West  Point 
Heather  Cumlx-rland,  setrr-lary 


ur  Dear  Heavenly 
Father; 


protect  us  during  times  of  dis¬ 
asters  and  civil  disobedience 
when  danger  lurks  out  of  the 
hysteria  and  confusion. 

O  Heavenly  Father,  we 
know  there  is  still  much  to  be 
learned  about  your  infinite  uni¬ 
verse.  We  pray  you  will  grant 
our  teachers  the  guidance  to 
inspire  their  students  to  contin¬ 
ue  to  seek  answers  to  the  ques¬ 
tions  past  generations  could 
only  wonder  about. 

Let  not  this  generation,  and 
all  future  generations  in  the 
coming  millennium,  forget  to 
abide  ny  the  laws,  rules,  and 
commands  that  you  have  pro¬ 
vided  in  the  scriptures.  Confer 
upon  us  an  understanding  that 
we  must  grow  and  evolve  with¬ 
in  your  guidelines  in  order  to 
make  a  difference  in  the  next 
thousand  years.  Amen 


Guest  Opinion: 

Prayer  for  the  Millennium 

By  Charles  Hendrix,  member 
Pinelake  Church,  Brandon 
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changes  to  The  Editor,  BAPTIST 
RECORD,  P.O.  Box  530,  lackson,  MS 
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Guide  our  physician.s  and  med¬ 
ical  mseareners  as  they  strive  to 
solve  the  mysteries  of  afflictions 
and  dreaded  diseases  and  conse¬ 
quently  to  bring  about  the  suf¬ 
fering  which  they  bring.  Bless 
the  leaders  of  our  scKietv  who 


ing  a  fcxithold  in  our  neighbor- 
htxxls.  Lord,  give  our  leadership 
the  power  and  abilities  needed 
to  conquer  violence,  drugs,  teen 
pregnancy,  cynicism,  despair, 
economic  chaos,  and  racism. 

Dear  Lord,  stand  beside  our 
public  servants,  the  police,  and 
the  firefighters  of  our  commu¬ 
nities.  Let  us  not  forget  that 
thev  are  available  to  ser\'e  and 
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Book  offers  new  clues  on  Bethlehem  Star 


NEW  BRUNSWICK, 
N.J.  (ABP)  —  It's  a  ques¬ 
tion  that  has  intriguea  sci¬ 
entists  and  theologians 
for  centuries:  What  was 
the  Star  of  Bethlehem? 

A  new  book  suggests  the 
answer  to  the  mystery  may 
be  found  in  the  records  of 
ancient  astrology. 

Astronomer  Michael 
Molnar  says  his  theory  is 
bolstered  by  an  ancient 
coin  he  bought  for  his  col¬ 
lection  at  a  coin  show  in 
New  York  for  $50.  The 
coin,  oricinallv  from 


University  in  Wake 
Forest,  N.C„  said  he  has 
heard  speculation  that 
Jupiter  may  have  been 
present  during  that  time, 
but  he  adds  that  many 
scientists  believe  the  plan¬ 
et  was  part  of  a  cluster  of 
planets  that  would  have 
drifted  apart  after  a  few 
days.  That  cluster,  though 


BAPTISTS 


In  his  research,  Molnar  "Sky  and  Telescope"  magazine, 
found  that  Aries  first  appeared  and  now  has  compiled  his 
on  coins  from  Antioch  when  research  into  a  book, 
the  Romans  annexed  Judea,  an  of  Bethlehem:  The  Story  of  the 
event  mentioned  in  the  Gospiel  Magi,"  published  by 
of  Luke.  At  the  time  of  Christ's  University  Press. 

birth,  he  says,  Aries  was  a  sym-  In  the  book,  he  discusses  subject 
bol  for  the  Jews.  Ancient  how  his  research  coincides  with 
astrologers  also  believed  that  a  the  writings^ of  ancient  Roman 
new  king  would  be  bom  when  astrologers  about  the  position 
the  moon  passed  in  front  of  of  the  planets  during  tW  time 
Jupiter,  creating  an  eclipse.  of  Christ's  birth. 

Curious  about  whether  the  "We  can  be  assured  that  the 
coin  might  commemorate  an  extraordinary  conditions  of 
astrological  event,  Molnar  used  April  17,  6  B.C 
computer  models  to  determine 
that  an  eclipse  of  Jupiter  in 
Aries  occurred  "in  the  east"  on 
April  17,  6  B.C.  —  a  year  that 
many  Bible  scholars  believe  is 
about  the  time  Jesus  was  bom. 

While  the  ev^ent  would  not 
have  been  as  spectacular  from 
an  astronomical  perspective  as 
other  theories  sucn  as  an  explod¬ 
ing  star,  a  comet,  or  an  align¬ 
ment  of  planets,  Molnar  says  it 
would  have  been  sensational  for 
astrologers  in  the  first  century. 

The  "magi"  —  people  who 
were  regarded  in  the  ancient 
Near  East  to  be  healers,  inter¬ 
preters  of  omens  and  dreams, 
and  able  to  predict  the  future 
by  using  astrology  —  would 
have  viewed  the  occurrence  as 


He  says  his  findings  do  not  Jupiter  that,  if  it  actually 
prove  that  Jesus  was  bom  on  the  star  of  Bethlehem, 
The  Star  April  17,  6  B.C.,  when  the  star  would  have  referred  to 
. ,  Ll.j  appeared.  That  is  up  for  Bible  planet  specifically. 

Rutgers  scholars  to  decide,  he  says.  John  Killinger,  the  auth 

Ironically,  Molnar  says  the  several  dozen  theolo 
'  _  1  was  not  one  about  books  and  a  former  prof( 

which  he  was  initially  curious.  at  Vanderbilt  Divinity  Sc 
"I  was  not  originally  inter-  in  Nashville,  said  v 
ested  in  analyzing  the  Star  of  Molnar's  theory  is  intrigi 
Bethlehem,"  Molnar  said  in  a  it  really  shouldn't  a 
telephone  interview  from  his  Christians'  basic  convici 
home  near  Piscataway,  N.  J.,  about  Christ. 

"but  once  I  came  across  the  coin 

were  as  real  and  started  piecing  some  of  the  _ 

arid  dramatic  as  any  blazing  information  together,  I  felt 
comet  or  exploding  supemo-  obligated  to  pursue  it." 
va,"  writes  Molnar.  "Unlike  Molnar's  book  has  been  well- 
those  spectacular  but  terribly  received  among  Christians  who 
foreboding  or  meaningless  say  it  backs  up  tne  Bible  with  sci- 
apparitions,  the  portent  formed  entific  evidence.  His  conclusions 
in  Aries  by  Jupiter  and  other  have  also  drawn  enthusiastic 
celestial  bodies  conveyed  a  joy-  support  in  academic  circles. 

ous,  wondrous  message  about  Even  experts  not  familiar  "If  your  faith  depend 

a  regal  and  divine  birth  in  the  with  Molnar  and  his  theories  getting  some  literal  evid 

kingdom  of  Herod  the  Great,  say  he  may  be  onto  something,  somewhere,  well  then  gr 

Now  we  can  look  at  the  star  Bill  Adams,  a  physicist  at  Baylor  he  said,  "but  others  cou 

above  a  creche  at  Christmas  University  in  Waco,  Texas,  said  care  less.  It's  not  goinj 

and  know  that  there  was  if  Molnar's  research  is  indeed  enhance  the  beauty  of 

indeed  a  Star  of  Bethlehem."  accurate,  it  could  lend  credence  [Christmas]  story  one  bit." 

While  Molnar  says  he  con-  to  ancient  astrologers'  writings  Molnar  maintains  his  bo 
ducted  his  research  and  writing  about  the  celestim  events  sur-  not  an  attempt  to  prove 

in  a  "religiously  neutral"  fash-  rounding  Christ's  birth.  divinity  of  Jesus  but  rather 

ion,  his  conclusions  lend  ere-  A  planet,  said  Adams,  would  vides  a  modem  interpret 

dence  to  the  account  of  Christ's  have  been  visible  for  the  many  of  events  written  about  i 

birth  in  Matthew.  The  Bible's  months  it  took  the  three  Wise  than  2,000  years  ago. 

portending  the  birth  of  a  divine  reporting  the  star  being  seen  Men  to  travel  to  Bethlehem.  "If  Still,  he  doesnT  discoc 
king,  Molnar  says.  "in  the  east"  and  that  it  "went  [Jupiter]  was  in  the  constella-  how  his  research  is  analyze 

Molnar  first  presented  his  before  and  stood  over"  are  tion  [Aries],  it  would  certainly  "I've  had  hundreds  of 

theory  several  years  ago  in  astrological  terms,  he  says.  have  been  there  for  some  time,"  pie  who  have  written 
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Missionaries  set  for  handover 

PANAMA  CITY,  Panama  (BP)  —  Special  missionary  teams 
have  been  assigned  to  target  the  different  nationalities  living 
within  the  "barriadas,"  or  suburbs,  of  the  Panama  Canal  Zone, 
after  the  U.S.-controlled  area  is  finally  handed  over  to  the 
Panamanian  government  on  Dec.  31. 

The  teams  include  international  Mission  Board  (IMB)  mis¬ 
sionaries  Mark  Mtd  Mary  Fuller  and  Gr^  and  Cathy  Muse. 
The  Muses  will  target  Chinese  o^unuruties. 

Puiama  stratMy  lead^  Giavis  anticipates  a  smootii 
transitkm  tat  IMBmissitxiaiies  W^l^king in  Panama. 

'^e  donT:  expect  ntamycliiirweatKrerall,  but  we  axe  focusing 
a  team  on  the  barriadas,^'  Qiiw  tiii  "These  per^te  are  tisal' 
time  hotneowMRS,  and  aies^iiK  through  a  lot  of  changes 
in  their  lives  attt  might s»oe|}^wlto  tie  go^l." 

Currently,  fintiat  work  started  in  three  locatiorts. 

Fuller  said  fheCaiud  Zone  k  aicai^  place  to  minister.  "There 
is  so  mudh  spiritual  apathy  pnesmt,"  he  said.  "As  far  as  weean 
tdU,  there  are  no  other  chuixhes  in  titese  areas.  The  pec^le  are 
just  not  interested." 

D^ite  the  disinterest,  FuUer  is  excited  about  the  possibili¬ 
ties.  Cmce  interest  is  sparked,  commitment  runs  de^  and  a 
genuine  hunger  to  learn  more  about  Christ  surfaces,  he  said. 


The  City  of  Faith  Medical  Center  at  Oral  Roberts  University  in  Tulsa, 
Okla.,  releases  its  last  patient  and  will  close  its  doors,  announces  founder 
Oral  Roberts.  This  comes  five  weeks  after  the  announced  firing  of  250 
employees.  Roberts'  4,000-student  college  in  Tulsa  remains  open. 


The  Christmas  parade  float  of  Trinity  Church,  Carthage,  claims  first 
place  in  the  religious  category  and  is  the  Grand  Prize  trophy  winner  in  the 
1979  Carthage  Christmas  parade.  The  theme  of  the  39-unit  annual  city 
parade  was  "Peace  on  Earth." 


Christmas  Day  is  dedicated  as  Victory  Sunday  for  First  Church,  Bay  St. 
Louis,  which  has  raised  $2300  so  the  church  will  be  debt-free  for  the  first 
day  of  1950.  Pastor  John  T.  Dearly,  Jr.  says  each  member  was  asked  to 
make  a  special  Christmas  gift  to  the  Lord  to  retire  the  debt. 
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Evangelist  putting  feet  to  Gospel  message 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Editor _ ' 

When  Mississippi  evangelist  Buster 
Wilson  heard  the  plea  to  take  the  Gospel 
message  along  the  highways  and  byways, 
he  took  it  seriously. 


TREK  ACROSS  MISSISSIPPI 
—  Mississippi  evangelist 
Buster  Wilson  (second  from 
left)  of  Richland  recently  visit¬ 
ed  the  Baptist  Building  in 
lackson  with  the  12-foot-long 
cross  that  he  plans  to  carry 
across  Mississippi  in  the  year 
2000.  Joining  Wilson  in  prayer 
for  the  crosswalk  effort  were 
(from  left)  Ed  Deuschle,  con¬ 
sultant  in  the  Evangelism 
Department  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board 
(MBCB);  S.A.  "Sonny"  Adkins, 
MBCB  evangelism  director; 
Jim  Futral,  MBCB  executive 
director-treasurer;  and  Dan 
Robertson,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Natchez,  and  Wilson's 
brother-in-law.  (Photo  by 
William  H.  Perkins  )r.) 
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That's  why  he  went  to  work  on  a  hand¬ 
crafted,  12-foot-long  representation  of  the 
cross  upon  which  Christ  made  the  Gospel  a 
reality  for  mankind,  and  he  plans  to  carry 
the  finished  prixluct  from  one  end  of  the 
state  to  the  other. 


Wilson  will  kick  off  his  'Mississippi 
Crosswalk'  with  a  January  2  rally  on  the 
steps  of  the  New  Capitol  in  Jackson.  The 
rally  will  begin  at  3  p.m  with  "a  few  min¬ 
utes  of  praise  and  preaching,"  Wilson  said. 

"The  message  of  the  Cross  is  the  power 
of  God.  My  preaching  is  Cross-centered 
and  grace-based  —  that  God  is  only  satis¬ 
fied  with  what  Jesus  did  on  the  Cross. 

"The  Cross  is  the  best-known  symbol  in 
the  world.  What  better  way  to  focus  on 
Christ  in  the  new  millennium?"  he  asked. 

Wilson  said  he  did  his  first  Crosswalk  in 
Hattiesburg  a  few  years  ago  as  part  of  a 
Sanctity  of  Human  Life  observance,  and  he 
has  also  done  a  Crosswalk  in  Richland, 
where  he  lives. 

Wilson  listed  his  goals  for  the 
Mississippi  Crosswalk  as: 

♦  reacning  10,000  pe^le  for  Christ  in 
the  year  2000,  as  the  Crosswalk  moves 
around  the  state. 

♦  preaching,  wherever  possible  along 
the  way,  the  unchanging  message  of  eter¬ 
nal  salvation  through  Jesus  Christ. 

♦  promoting  the  Celebrate  Jesus  2000 
(CJ20(X))  campaign  to  reach  America  with 
the  Gospel. 

"1  have  a  real  hunger  for  our  state  com¬ 
ing  to  Christ.  Celebrate  Jesus  2000  is  a  ^ood 
theme  in  which  to  wrap  it  all  up, '  he 
explained. 

Wilson  said  the  huge  cross  he  carries  is 
meant  to  make  people  think  about  their 
salvation. 

"You  can't  miss  it.  It's  a  big  cross,  and 
you've  got  to  mentally  deal  with  it  when 
you  see  it.  You  've  got  to  think  about  it, 
even  if  only  for  a  minute,"  he  said. 


Wilson  said  he  has  encountered  no  neg¬ 
ative  reactions  on  his  past  crosswalks. 

"People  blow  their  car  horns  and  give 
the  "1-Way"  sign.  It's  a  most  blessed  expe¬ 
rience  when  people  stop  and  want  to  talx," 
he  said.  The  uniqueness  of  his  ministry 
draws  curiosity-seekers  and  that  leads  to 
opportunities  for  Christian  witnessing. 

A  lot  of  fieople  want  to  know  about  the 
wheel  attached  to  the  foot  of  the  cross. 
Wilson  said  many  folks  think  it's  there  to 
make  his  burden  easier,  but  that's  not  the 
case,  he  pointed  out. 

"Concrete  and  asphalt  wear  down  the 
wood  at  the  rate  of  about  one  inch  per  mile. 
If  it  wasn't  for  the  wheel,  Td  have  a  tooth¬ 
pick  at  the  end  of  the  day,"  he  explained. 

Wilson  said  he  has  turned  this  mission 
completely  over  to  God. 

"In  every  way  —  financially,  physical 
strength,  health,  preaching  —  it's  a  total 
faith  walk.  I'm  depending  on  the  Lord  to 
take  every  situation  and  use  it  for  his 
glory,"  he  said. 

Wilson  will  spend  the  month  of  January 
crosswalking  tne  Jackson  metropolitan 
area,  and  then  will  spread  out  across  the 
state  as  invitations  come  in  and  the  Lord 
leads.  He  will  also  appear  at  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Evangelism  Conference 
January  21-22  at  Ridgecrest  Church, 
Madison. 

As  a  vocational  evangelist,  Wilson  is 
available  during  his  Mississippi  Crosswalk 
for  revivals,  crusades,  Bible  conferences, 
and  one-night  "CJ2()00"  rallies.  For  more 
information,  contact  him  at  331  Lewis 
Street,  Richland,  MS  39218.  Telephone:  (601) 
936-4297.  E-mail:  busterevan@iolms.com. 


Brogan  to  retire  from  fulfilling,  'terrifying'  ministry 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Editor _ 

Navigating  deserted  back 
roads  in  complete  darkness.  A 
cross  burned  on  a  lawn.  Bright 
headlights  following  too  close¬ 
ly,  too  late  at  night.  Anonymous 
threats.  Living  long  enough  to 
see  a  dream  realized  and  his 
beloved  state  changed. 

Richard  Brogan's  43-year 
ministry  of  racial  reconciliation 
could  be  the  basis  for  a 
Hollywotxl  screenplay,  if  only 
Hollywood  made  movies  about 
ministers  who  faithfully  follow 
God's  call  despite  the  danger  to 
life  and  career. 

As  Brogan  prepares  to  retim 
at  the  end  of  the  year  fmm  his 
position  as  the  consultant  for 
plack  church  extension,  chap¬ 
laincy,  seminary  extension,  and 
student  summer  missions  in  the 
Strategic  Ministries  Di'partment 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  he  remi- 
nisctxl  about  the  providence  and 
protectiim  proviut'd  by  the  Lord 
at  crucial  p>ints  in  his  ministry'. 

"I  was  placed  in  a  position  of 
being  a  p'acemaker  and,  hope¬ 
fully,  creating  some  gwd  will 
between  two  races  that  were  at 
each  (ither's  throats,"  he  said. 

There  was  definitely  a  short¬ 
age  of  gtxxl  will  in  the  196()s  for 
making  peace  between  the 
races  in  Mississippi,  as  anyone 
who  lived  througn  that  era  can 
attest.  Brogan  forged  ahead, 
however. 

"1  rcmember  bein^  followed 
home  from  a  meeting  at  an 


African-American  church  in  the 
Delta.  An  African-American 
preacher  and  1  were  riding 
together  that  night.  The  car  fol¬ 
lowed  us  closely  for  several 
miles;  we  didn't  know  what  was 
going  to  happen,"  he  recalled. 

The  car  eventually  dropped 
away,  and  Brogan  and  his  pas¬ 
senger  arrived  nome  safely. 

'That  was  terrifying," 
Brogan  said. 

Tnere  was  also  a  cross 
burned  on  his  lawn  late  one 
night  when  he  lived  in  Soso. 

"Nothing  happens  instantly. 
The  work  of  racial  reconcilia¬ 
tion  was  a  challenge  then,  and 
it  continues  to  be  a  challenge 
Uxlay,"  he  observed. 

Brogan  became  immersed  in 
the  ministry  of  racial  reconcilia¬ 
tion  while  serving  as  a  contract 


consultant  for  Mississippi 
Baptists  from  1967-71. 

It  was  there  that  he  worked 
with  the  late  W.P.  Davis,  a 
Mississippi  Baptist  legendary 
for  his  forward-Icx)king  relation¬ 
ships  with  African-American 
churches  and  ministers  in  the 
state  during  the  time  of  greatest 
turmoil  among  the  races. 

Brogan  signed  on  as  a  full¬ 
time  consultant  with  the  con¬ 
vention  board  in  August  1971, 
and  was  director  of  work  with 
National  Baptists  until  he 
departed  1978  to  become  presi¬ 
dent  of  predominantly  African- 
American  Mississippi  Baptist 
Seminary  in  Jackson. 

Brogan  returned  to  the 
Baptist  Building  in  1988  to 
direct  Mississippi  Baptists'  pro¬ 
gram  to  facilitate  new  church 
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starts  in  the  African-American 
community,  and  he  eventually 
took  on  other  duties  including 
work  with  chaplains  and  the 
Mississippi  River  Ministry. 

He  foresees  promise  as  racial 
reconciliation  efforts  mature. 

"I  hope  more  and  more 
African-Americans  will  be 
given  the  opportunity  —  and 
will  accept  the  responsibility  — 
of  hefpii^  shape  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
for  the  future.  I  believe  the 
future  belongs  to  Christians 
who  can  do  ministry  together; 
everyone  has  something  to 
bring  to  the  Lord's  table,  he 
pointed  out. 

Statistics  from  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  agencies 
indicate  that  the  strongest  rates 
of  growth  in  the  denomination 
arc  increasingly  being  recorded 
by  churches  that  do  not  fit  the 
traditional  ethnic  and  racial 
profiles  of  the  convention. 

Southern  Baptists  count 
about  2,800  Al^rican-African 
churches  as  members  of  the 
national  convention,  and  about 
25  African-American  churches 
in  Mississippi  relate  to  the  state 
convention. 

"From  these  churches  will 
come  missionaries,  church 
staffers,  denominational  work¬ 
ers,  and  many  others  who  will 
carry  the  message  of  Christ 
amund  the  world, ^  Brogan  said. 

"We  need  to  work  hard  at 
being  the  church  of  Jesus 
Christ,  as  he  meant  it  to  be.  If 
we  can  do  that,  we  can  change 
the  culture,"  he  said. 
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courses  at  Miss,  locations 


The  New  Orleans  Seminary  (NOBTS) 
extension  center  in  Jackson  is  offering 
classes  this  spring  at  Broadmoor  Church  in 
Madison,  according  to  Julius  Thompson, 
center  director. 

In  the  undergraduate  program,  three 
different  three-hour  classes  are  offered  on 
Mondays  be^nning  Jan.  24.  The  first 
course.  New  Testament  Survey,  is  taught 
W  Jim  Burnett,  pastor  of  Raymond  Road 
Church,  Jackson. 

Thompson  is  teaching  Introduction  to 
Church  Administration,  from  1-4  p.m. 
Also,  from  7-10  p.m..  Old  Testament 
Interpretation:  8th  Century  Prophets  of 
Israel,  is  being  taught  by  Keith  Gordon, 
consultant  with  the  Pastoral  Ministries 
Department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  (MBCB). 

Courses  are  $95.00  per  semester  hour  for 
Southern  Baptist  students,  $105.00  for 
other  Baptists,  and  $190.00  for  non-Baptist 
students. 

Thompson  cautioned  students  to 
remember  that  the  classes  are  being  held  at 
Broadmoor  Church's  new  campus  on 
Highland  Colony  Parkway  in  Madison. 
Students  who  have  not  participated  in  test¬ 
ing  and  orientation  are  requiredHo  attend 
on  Jan.  17. 

Courses  are  also  being  offered  in  the 
Bible  Teaching  Certificate  program  and  the 
Church  Music  Certificate  program. 

In  the  Bible  Teaching  Certificate  pro¬ 
gram,  an  Old  Testament  study.  Genesis  to 
11  Chronicles  is  offered  Jan.  24  -  March  13 
(meeting  each  Monday)  at  7  p.m.,  taught 
bv  Frank  Thomas,  pastor  of  Alta  Woods 
Church,  Jackson. 

The  course  on  the  Life  of  Christ  is 
offered  from  March  27  -  May  15  at  7  p.m. 
(meeting  each  Monday),  taught  bv  Carl 
White,  associate  editor  of  The  Baptist 
Record. 

January  24  begins  the  third  of  eight 
courses  at  nine  locations  in  Mississippi  tor 
the  NOBTS  bivocational  music  classes 

The  total  eight  courses  are:  Song 
Leading;  Worship  Planning;  Reading 
Music:  Rhvthm/Pitch;  Reading  Music: 
Harmony/Melody^;  Hymn-ology;  Music 
Administra-tion/Staff  Relations;  Surv-ey  of 
Music  Resources;  Class  Voice.  These  courses 
are  designed  to  provide  basic  training  for 
bivocational  music  directors  and  other 
music  leaders  in  churches. 

The  eight  courses  meet  two  hours  per 


week.  Each  course  is  eight  weeks  in  length. 

The  cycle  of  courses  is  scheduled  over  a 
two-year  period.  Each  course  is  indepen¬ 
dent  and  has  no  prerequisite.  Each  student 
who  completes  the  eight  courses  earns  a 
Church  Music  Certificate  from  New 
Orleans  Seminary  plus  a  credit  of  eight 
hours  toward  an  on-campus  degree  pro- 

tram  There  is  a  one-time  registration  fee  of 
25.  The  cost  of  each  course  is  $75. 

The  third  course,  "Reading  Music: 
Rhythm/Pitch,"  will  meet  once  a  week  for 
two  hours  for  eight  consecutive  weeks  at 
the  following  locations  and  times: 

•  First  Church,  Cleveland  —  beginning 
January  24  (7-9  p.m.)  Ian  Richardson, 
teacher. 

•  Broadmoor  Church,  Jackson  —  begin¬ 
ning  January  24  (7-9  p.m.)  Jimmy  McCaleb, 
teaoier. 

•  First  Church,  Columbus  —  beginning 
January  24  (7-9  p.m.)  Bobby  Sanderson, 
teacher. 

•  First  Church,  Purvis  —  beginning 


January  24  (6:30-8:30  p.m.)  James  Hayes, 
teacher. 

•  First  Church,  Booneville  —  beginning 
January  24  (7-9  p.m.)  LuAnne  Fora, 
teacher. 

•  Northcrest  Church,  Meridian  — 
beginning  January  24  (6:30-8:30  p.m.) 
Buddy  McElroy,  teacher. 

•  Hernando  Church,  Hernando  — 
beginning  January  24  (7-9  p.m.)  Barry 
Twee^,  teacher. 

•  Tri-County  Association,  Columbia  — 
beginning  January  25  (6:30-8:30  p.m.) 
Kenny  Adams,  teacher. 

•  First  Church,  Summit  —  beginning 
January  24  (7-9  p.m.)  Doug  Spires,  teacher. 

These  classes  could  be  offered  at  other 
locations  in  the  state  also,  where  10-12  stu¬ 
dents  are  interested  in  enrolling. 

For  more  information,  contact  Thompson 
at  117  Napa  Valley  Circle,  Madison,  MS 
39110.  Telephone:  (601)  856-4341;  or  the 
NOBTS  College  of  Undergraduate  Studies 
at  (800)  514-4^41. 


New  Sunday  School  lesson  writers  named 


New  writers  for  the  Sunday  School 
lessons  in  The  Baptist  Record,  based 
on  the  curriculum  lines  of  LifeWay 
Christian  Resources  in  Nashville, 
have  been  named  for  the  December 
1999  -  February  2000  quarter. 

Writing  for  the  Family  Bible  Series 
is  K.  Lynn  Jones,  pastor  for  First 
Church,  Booneville.  Jones,  a  Louisiana 
native,  was  educated  at  Northwestern 
State  University  in  Natchitoches,  La., 
and  Southwestern  Seminary  in  Ft. 
Worth,  where  he  was  awarded  tfre 
DcKtor  of  Philosophy  degree  in  1981. 

Jones  previously  pastured 
Highland  Church, 

Shreveport,  La., 
before  going  to  First 
Church,  Booneville 
in  1995.  He  has  also 
pastured  churches  in 
Texas. 

Jones  previously 
wrote  Sunday 
School  lessons  for 
Lifeway  Christian 
Resources.  His  last  , 


assignment  was  the 


Jones 


April-June  1986  Young  Adult  Bible 
Study  for  the  Life  and  Work  Series.  He 
is  married  to  the  former  Danielle  Volk 
of  Florien,  La.  They  have  one  son. 

Carl  M.  White  is  writing  for  the 

Explore  the  Bible - 

Series.  White  is 
associate  editor  of 
The  Baptist  Record. 

He  previously  pas¬ 
tured  Clarksdale 
Church,  Clarksdale. 

He  is  a  graduate  of 
the  University  of 
Southern 
Mississippi  in 
Hattiesburg  and  White 
Southern  Seminary 
in  Louisville,  Ky.  He  and  his  wife 
Frances  have  three  children  and  live 
in  Clinton. 

Michael  L.  Jones  is  the  associate  pas¬ 
tor/minister  of  I'outh  at  Monticello 
Church,  Monticello.  He  is  wviting  the 
Life  and  Work  series  lessons.  Jones  has 
serv^ed  at  Monticello  Church  since  1995. 
An  Alabama  native,  Jones  is  a  graduate 
of  Samford  University  in  Birmingham. 


He  is  currently  pursuing  the  Master  of 
Christian  Education 
degree  at  New 
Orleans  Seminary. 

Jones  has  also 
served  as  youth 
minister  in 

Alabama.  He  and 
wife  Julie  have  two 
children. 

The  Baptist 
Record  provides 
Sunday  School  Jones 
lessons  as  a  supple¬ 
ment  to  the  curriculum  material  avail¬ 
able  from  Lifeway  and  as  a  service  to 
readers.  The  views  expressed  by  the 
lesson  writers  are  their  own,  and  do 
not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
or  Lifeway  Christian  Resources. 

Mississippi  Baptists  interested  in 
writing  Sunday  School  lessons  for  The 
Baptist  RecorcJ  should  contact  associ¬ 
ate  editor  Carl  White  at  P.  O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Telephone 
(601)  292-3217,  or  toll-free  outside 
Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext.  217. 


Avoid  the 

"Virtual"  Christmas 

Computers  and  related  tech¬ 
nologies  have  brought  us  into  a 
world  of  unreality.  It  is  a  world 
of  "virtualism."  When  some¬ 
thing  is  "virtual"  it  is  almost 
real,  out  it  is  not  the  "real  deal!" 
Almost  every  game  that 
mankind  has  ever  played  has 
been  reduced  to  a  virtual  expe¬ 
rience.  If  you  would  like  to  play 
—  whether  basketball,  footoali, 
golf,  or  fishing  —  you  can  plug¬ 
in,  tum-on,  join-in,  and  feel  the 
competition.  It  even  looks  real 
but  It  is  "virtual." 

This  year  the  Christmas  buy¬ 
ing  season  has  seen  e-com¬ 
merce  take  a  giant  step  forward 
as  millions  of  people  have  done 
"virtual"  shopping.  In  just  a 
matter  of  seconds  you  can  turn 
on  your  computer  and  visit  any 
major  store  or  company  in 
America  and  purchase  their 
products  without  having  to  get 
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Jim  Futral,  executiv'e  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


up,  get  dressed,  drive  to  the 
mall,  find  a  parking  place,  push 
and  shove  tnrough  tne  crowds, 
and  find  a  clerk  who  will  take 
your  money  or  credit  card.  You 
can  have  those  goods  delivered 
to  your  door!  Just  in  case  you 
didn't  know,  there  is  no  sense 
in  worrying  about  getting  a 
Christmas  tree  or  putting  up 
lights  or  dragging  out  orna¬ 
ments,  for  with  a  simple  click  of 
the  mouse  you  can  put  danc¬ 
ing,  blinking,  singing 
Christmas  trees  all  over  your 
computer  and  have  animated 


animals  and  folks  of  all  kinds 
visiting  you  and  making 
sounds  eighteen  inches  from 
your  face  —  "virtual"  decora¬ 
tions! 

"Virtual"  means  to  appear  to 
be  almost  real,  but  isn't.  In  the 
creation  of  our  "virtual"  world, 
there  are  dimensions  of  mality. 
In  fact,  there  are  enough  compo¬ 
nents  of  the  real,  that  many  pecv 
pie  get  lost  in  knowing  what  is 
real  and  what  is  not.  One  thing  is 
for  certain:  it's  possible  to  ex^- 
rience  a  "virtual"  Christmas  and 
never  know  the  real  thing. 


Just  think  about  all  of  the 
aspects  that  have  become  asso¬ 
ciated  with  Christmas  that  have 
nothing  to  do  with  Christmas: 
snow,  bells,  reindeer,  Santa, 
candy,  trees,  ornaments,  paper, 
elves,  donkeys,  drummer  boys, 
and  you  can  add  to  the  list.  Of 
course,  the  real  issue  is  none  of 
those  things,  but  rather  the  per¬ 
sonal  relationship  that  God 
desires  to  have  with  us  through 
his  Savior  Son,  Jesus  Christ. 

Let  me  encourage  you  to  take 
a  short  but  very  meaningful 
and  personal  journey  down  a 
road  that  leads  to  that  special 
relationship  with  Jesus.  Open 
your  Bible  to  Luke  2  and  begin 
at  verse  one  and  walk  down  tne 
dusty  trails  until  you  meet 
God  s  saving  Son.  Tnen  pause 
to  talk  with  him,  thank  him, 
enjoy  him,  and  recommit  your 
life  to  him.  You  will  find  it  is  not 
a  "virtual"  experience,  but  real¬ 
ity  to  the  depths  of  your  heart! 

Merry  Christmas! 
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service  testimonies 
were  given  by  former 
pastors  and  members. 
’'Parkway  Church  has 

frown  from  15  to  over 
50  members  since  it 
was  o^anized,"  said 
Gregg  Thomas,  pastor. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are 
Lew  is,  Ira  Bright,  James 
Cannon,  and  Thomas. 
Another  former  pastor, 
David  Kendall  is 
deceased,  but  his 
widow.  Ruby,  was  pre¬ 
sent  for  the  dav. 


The  youth  ministry 
Church, 
m  i  n  i s  te red 
men 

Calvary  Rescue  Mission 

Memphis,  Term.  **  M  ik’ 

and  ^  I 

evening 
meal  and  led  in  a  chemd 
service  for  the  men.  The 

youth  go  to  Calvary  the  Forty-five  women  from  Fifteenth  Avenue  Church,  Meridian,  recently  trav- 
first  Saturday  of  each  eled  to  Central  Hills  Retreat  for  their  fourth  annual  ladies'  retreat.  Diana  Bird 
month  to  minister.  led  Bible  study  and  Laurie  Coburn,  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  led  worship. 


Lewis,  Bright,  Cannon,  and  Thomas 

Parkway  Church,  Houston, 
celebrated  its  30th  anniversary 
on  Oct.  24.  During  the  morning 
.service  charter  members  and 
former  staff  were  recognized. 
Plaques  were  presented  to  the 
former  pastors.  The  morning 
message  was  brou^t  by  Aaron 
Lew’is,  first  pastor.  This  was  fol¬ 
lowed  bv  dinner  on  the 
grounds.  During  the  afternoon 


Youth  ministry  of  First  Church,  Coldwater 


First  Church,  Nesbit. 


re(  ently  held  ground  breaking  for  a  new  1 1 ,000  square  foot  multi-ministry  build- 
tarted  in  NovemiK'r  and  is  exfXH  ted  to  lx-  completed  the  end  of  |uly  or  early 
ihig  will  ifK  lude  space  for  a  fellowship  hall,  liasketball  court,  craft  rrxim,  corn- 
men  la  I  kiU  hen,  rei  reation  rcKini,  library,  and  a  prayer  nxim.  Participating  in  the  ground  breaking  was  the 
building  committee:  Paul  Wadsworth,  chairman;  Evelyn  Bearden,  Bob  Cireen;  Nina  jolly;  Bobby  Pace; 
Wayne  Shelton;  and  Mildred  Young.  Don  Nolan  servtxl  as  a  special  consultant  to  the  committee.  Building 
cojimitttv  pictun'd  tfrom  left)  are  Shelton,  Bearden,  Nolan,  Wadsworth,  jolly.  Young,  and  Green.  Kirk 
Germany  le<l  the  churi  h  in  a  prayer  of  consecration  and  dedication  of  its  new  buildinu. 


Church  Buses 

#1  Manufacturer 
Competitive  Pricing 


Southeastern  Bus  Co 

Clinton,  MS 
1-800-423-9826 
1-601-924-1982 


All  Sizes 

Sales  and  Rentals 
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Names  e\  the  News 


Baptist  College  New 


VINYL  SIDING 


Members  of  Central  Grove  Church,  Aberdeen 

(right)  as  deacons  on  Oct.  3. 

Making  presentation  of  certifi¬ 
cates  is  Clifford  Rutland,  chair¬ 
man  of  deacons.  Charles 
Broome  is  pastor. 


Nerren  and  Hurst 


Robinhood  Church, 

Brandon,  honored  James  E. 
Hurst,  deacon,  with  a  resolu¬ 
tion  plaque  presented  by  Don 
Nerren,  pastor.  Hurst  has  been 
a  deacon  at  Robinhood  Church 
for  12  years.  Pictured  (from  left) 
are  Nerren  and  Hurst. 


of  Fellowship  Church, 

Ta\  lors\’ille,  for  se\en 
years,  received  his  Doctor 
of  Philosophy  in  Christian 
Counseling  from  Covington 
Theological  Seminary  in 
Ross\  ilIe,  Ga.,  on  Dec.  2. 


Jordan,  Turner,  and  Martin 

Vlembers  of  Central  Grove 
Church,  Aberdeen,  with  per¬ 
fect  attendance  in  Sunday 
School,  pictured  (front  row)  are 
Lois  Nicholson,  Linda 
Williams,  Kate  Chism,  Halie 
Irvin,  Bobbie  Smithey,  and 
Vickie  Langford;  (back  row)  E. 
G.  Nicholson,  Glen  Payne,  M.  j. 
Gallop,  Brett  SmitHey,  Joel 
Smithey,  and  Patrick  Gallop. 
Vickie  Langford  is  also  Sunday 
School  Teacher  of  the  Year. 
Dennis  Smithey  is  pastor. 

Victoiy  Church,  Bassfieid, 
ordainecf  Andrew  Aultman 
(left)  and  Robert  Summers 


Aultman,  Rutland,  and  Summers 


Lamar 
Seminary 
offers  classes 

The  Lamar  Baptist  Seminary 
Extension  Center  is  offering  the 
following  classes  in  the  spring 
semester;  "Survey  of  Baptist 
Missions,"  taught  by  Tommy 
Odom  will  meet  at  Gateway 
Church,  Lumberton,  and 
"Isaiah,"  taught  by  Glenn  Davis, 
will  meet  at  First  Church, 
Sumrall.  Registration  will  take 
place  at  the  class  location  on  Jan. 
4  at  7  p.m.  Classes  will  begin  on 
Ian.  11.  For  further  information, 
contact  Glenn  Davis  at  (601) 
7.58-4738  or  758-4589. 


Morrison  Chapel  Church,  Cleveland,  recently  ordained  Jimmy 
Alford  and  James  Long  as  deacons.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Alford; 
Long;  and  John  Arthur  Thomas,  pastor. 


Church  Night 


Friday.  January  14,  2000 
7  p.m. 

sp«cial  guQst: 

T«d  Dibias« 


^  The  Jackeon  dar]d\te 

would  like  to  invite  ^ 
the  members  of  your  church,  families, 
and  friends  to  join  us  for  an  exciting 
ECHL  battle  between  your  Jackson  Bandits 
and  the  South  Carolina  Stingrays. 

To  order  tickets  by  credit  card,  please  call  (601 )  352-7825  and 
ask  for  Warren  at  ext.  20  or  Mark  at  ext.  14.  If  you  would  like  to 
use  a  check,  please  complete  the  order  form  Ixdow  and  mail  to: 
Jackson  Bandits;  P.O.  Box  517,  Jackson,  MS  39205. 


Thad  Moore  (second  from  left)  was  installed  November  14  as 


pas¬ 
tor  of  Poplar  Springs  Drive  Baptist  Church  in  Meridian.  Congratulating 
M(x)re  at  a  reception  held  in  his  hnor  after  the  installment  service 
were  (from  left)  M.L.  Coleman,  deacon  chairman;  Moore's  wife  Kim; 
and  Lamar  McDonald,  chairman  of  the  |)astor  search  committee. 
Moore's  previous  pastorate  was  First  Church,  Holly  Springs. 


Jndix  idual  Events  Swc'epstakes.  p.m.  in  the  Bentley-Pope  House. 
Members  of  the  team  were  Chris  Registration  on  Saturday  will  be 
Smith,  Petal;  Samantha  Cottrell,  8-4  p.m.  On  Saturday,  a  5K 
Crystal  Springs;  Emanueal  Walk/Run  will  begin  at  9  a.m. 
Buckley,  Hattiesburg;  Matthew  with  rngistration  at  8:30  a.m.  The 
Smith,  McComb;  Mandy  Awards  Lunchetin  will  be  held  at 
Mozingo,  Poplarville;  Emily  12:30  p.m.  in  the  Wilkes  Dining 
Strickland,  Panama  City,  Fla'.;  Hall  followed  by  the  Lady 
and  Mandy  Trammell,  Florence.  Crusaders  versus  Louisiana 

College  basketball  game  at  2:30 
William  Carey  College  will  p.m.  The  Crusaders  will  play  the 
celebrate  Homecoming  2(XX)  on  Wildcats  at  4:30  p.m.  The  cn.>wn- 
Jan.  28-29  on  the  Hattiesburg  ing  of  the  2t)00  Homecoming 
campus.  On  jan.  27,  a  Symphonic  Quc'en  will  be  held  at  half  time. 
Winds  Concert  will  be  held  at  7  For  more  information  about 
p.m.  in  the  Dumas  L.  Smith  Homecoming  2(XX),  contact  the 
Auditorium.  General  registration  Alumni  Office  at  (601)  582-6107 
w'ill  be  held  Friday  from  2-6:30  or  (8(X))  962-5991 ,  ext.  107. 


Name _ 

Church _ 

Number  of  Tickets 


NO  DOWN  PAYMENT  •  100%  FINANCING 

EXPERT  WORK  •  BIG  SAVINGS 

•  ROOM  ADDITIONS  ^  »» 

•  SUNROOM  n 

•BATH-DEN  l/VrSfU 

HSfpSfJfr  <^iW®sL2J 

•  CARPORT  DISCOUNT 

CALL  1-888-373-0054 
PAY-less  Home  Improvements 


Payment 


All  orders  must  be  received  no  later  than  January  7,  2000. 
All  tickets  will  be  at  will  call. 

If  you  want  to  be  seated  in  a  group,  please  include 
total  number  of  tickets. 
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Tiih  Bah  1ST  Rfcoro 


State  conventions  hold  annual  meetings 


The  $4,997,991  budget  is  a  celebrate  its  100th  birthday. 

)  —  5.46%  —  increase  Decrying  the  recent  call  by 
1999.  It  includes  a  projected  New  Mexico  Gov.  Gary 
$2,633,316  to  the  SBC  Johnson  for  the  legalization  of 

which  drugs,  a  resolution  also  was 
remains  at  31%  of  the  Northwest  adopted  to  encourage  Johnson 
CP  total  after  the  convention's  "to  reverse  this  most  destruc- 
payment  on  its  Northwest  tive  and  immoral  position  ... ." 
Baptist  Center  in  Vancouver,  A  BCNM  budget  for  the  year 
Wash.,  which  opened  in  1997.  20CX)  was  approved,  which  will 

Messengers  also  welcomed  require  $3,145,003  in  Cooperative 
congregations  to  the  Program  giving  from  the  church- 
Northwest  Baptist  Convention,  es,anincreaseof$51,804,  or  1.7%, 
(NWBC)  including  the  region's  over  the  1999  budget, 
first  Russian  congregation,  four  After  the  exception  of  $77,000 
Korean  congregations,  and  one  in  preferred  items  (ministers' 
each  Hispanic,  predominantly  retirement  and  retirees'  insur- 
African  American  and  predomi-  ance)  is  applied,  30.5%  of  the 
nantly  Anglo  congregations.  The  Cooperative  Program  receipts, 
NWBC's  approximately  420  con-  an  estimated  $935,741,  will  be 
gregations  in  Washington,  forwarded  to  the  Southern 
Oregon  and  northern  Idaho  wor-  Baptist  Convention  for  national 
ship  Sundays  in  17  languages.  and  international  missions  and 

ministry.  The  percentage  is 
New  Mexico  unchanged  from  last  year. 

LAS  CRUCES,  N.M.  (BP)  —  The  remaining  69.5%, 
Baptists  from  across  New  $2,132,262,  along  with  addi- 
Mexico  gathered  in  Las  Cruces  tional  income  of  $1,066,118 
to  affirm  God's  holiness  during  from  various  sources  —  Baptist 
the  87th  annual  meeting  of  the  New  Mexican  subscriptions 
Baptist  Convention  of  New  and  advertising.  Baptist 
Mexico  (BCNM)  Oct.  26-27.  Building  rental  income,  ana  the 
The  375  registered  messen-  SBC's  North  American  Mission 
gers  and  235  visitors  were  host-  Board  and  LifeWav  Christian 
ed  by  one  of  the  state  conven-  Resources  —  will  te  used  to 
tion's  founding  congregations,  support  a  total  operating  bud- 
First  Church,  Las  Cruces,  which  get  of  $3,198,380  for  mission 
invited  the  convention  to  help  it  work  in  New  Mexico. 


AKOTA  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 

I.D.  (BP)  —  "1  (SBC)  Cooperative  Program  $258,540 
to  a  business  remains  the  same  —  37.5%.  over  I "" 

ded  up  at  a  Funds  received  over  the  bud 

1  pastor  iDave  get,  in  a  change  from  current  Cooperative  Program, 
the  Oct.  21-22  practice,  will  be  released  ina 
af  the  Dakota  missions  challenge  budget  with 
Fellowship.  one-third  for  the  SBC 
lard  to  leave"  International  Mission  Board, 
s  had  ended,  one-third  to  the  SBC  North 
,  pastor  of  American  Mission  Board,  and 
i  Church  in  one-third  to  remain  in  Tennessee  eight  new 
ise  "the  broth-  to  be  used  for  new  church  starts. 

;st  the  fellow  Messengers  adopted  resolu- 
ad."  tions  on  prayer  for  revival  and 

Lindsey,  the  spiritual  awakening 


'  *  fell  o  w  -  unitv  and 

ship's  execu-  reconciliation. 

tive  director,  recounted  to  the  The  resolution  on  praver  for 
113  messengers  at  the  conven-  revival  and  spiritual  awakening 
tion  various  evidences  of  spir-  calls  for  four  sustained  initia- 
itual  awakening  in  the  fellow-  fives  of  fervent  prayer  in  the 
ship.  year  20(X),  including  four  desig- 

In  elections  by  acclamation,  nated  Wednesday  nights  when 
Ron  Rich,  pastor  of  Ri\’erwood,  all  TBC  churches  will  be  encour- 
was  re-elected  as  president,  aged  and  equipped  to  call  fer- 
while  new  officers  include  vent  meetings  of  corporate 
Jodie  Robinson,  pastor  of  prayer  for  revi\'al  and  spiritual 
Mobridge  (S.D.)  Southern  awakening. 

Baptist  Church,  as  vice  presi-  The  resolution  on  unity  and 
dent  and  Karen  Hall,  a  pastor's  reconciliation  calls  on  Tennessee 
wife  from  Foothills  Community  Baptists  to  "earnestly  strive  to 
Baptist  Church,  Piedmont,  S.D.,  love  one  another,  to  keep  the 
as  recording  secretary.  unity  of  the  Spirit  througn  the 

A  fellowship  budget  of  bond  of  peace,  and  to  encourage 
$1,097,000  was  adopted,  rough-  and  build  one  another  up  as  the 
ly  the  same  as  the  current  bud-  Scripture  requires." 
get.  The  year-2000  goal  includes 
an  anticipated  $190,000  in  Oregon 

Cooperative  Program  giving  EUGENE,  Ore.  (BP) — A  goal 

from  the  fellowship's  congrega-  of  10,000  baptisms  in  2000  was 
tions,  of  which  14%  will  confin-  set  by  Northwest  Baptists  dur- 
ue  to  be  forwarded  to  Sc)uthem  ing  their  Nov.  9-Tl  annual 
Baptist  Convention  national  meeting  —  a  goal  that  would 
and  international  missions  and  more  than  triple  the  expected 
ministries.  1999  total  of  about  3,000  bap- 

Next  year's  annual  meeting  tisms  in  Washington,  Oregon 
will  be  Oct.  26-27  at  Capitol  and  northern  Idaho. 

Heights  Baptist  Church,  The  messengers  elected  a  slate 
Pierre,  S.D.  of  three  officers  —  President  Phil 

Peters,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Tennessee  Drain,  Ore.;  First  Vice  President 

FRANKLIN,  Term.  (BP)  —  Carlton  Butler,  retired  pastor  and 
Tennessee  Baptist  Convention  volunteer  church  builder;  and 
(TBC)  messengers  adopted  a  Second  Vice  President  Ted  Haws, 
budget  of  $33,fe3,770  for  1999-  pastor  of  Trinity  Church, 
2000,  a  6.6%  increase  over  the  pre-  Lebanon,  Ore.  —  arid  approved 
vious  year.  The  amount  sent  to  a  $4,997,991  budget. 


E.J.  Johnson, 
missionary, 
dies  at  age  94 


Supreme  Court  to  decide 
'signal  bleed'  cable  case 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Congress  should  be  able  to  require 
cable  television  operators,  not  parents,  to  bear  the  burden  of 
bliKking  out  programming  on  sexually  explicit  channels  not  sub¬ 
scribed  to  by  families,  the  Justice  Department  told  the  Supreme 
Court  No\.  30.  The  justices  heard  oral  arguments  in  a  case  involv¬ 
ing  a  1996  congressional  measure  requiring  cable  companies  to 
scramble  totally  the  transmissions  on  pornographic  channels, 
such  as  Playboy,  that  have  not  been  ordered  bv  subscribers.  The 
law  was  passed  to  deal  with  a  problem  known  as  "signal  bkvd," 
in  which  video  and  audio  portions  of  sexually  explicit  program¬ 
ming  appear  in  home's  where  that  premium  cfiannel  has  not  bex-'n 
subscribed.  Under  the  law,  cable  companies  must  limit  the  trans¬ 
mission  of  such  channels  to  the  period  betwt'en  10  p.m.  and  6 
a.m.  if  they  do  not  pre\'ent  "signal  bleed."  A  decision  is  expected 
before  the  end  of  tne  session  next  summer. 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 

RATE;  60  cents  per  word,  $6  minimum.  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract  advertis¬ 
ing.  Include  name,  address,  rip  code,  and  phone  nunAer  in  wrwl  count  No  blind  ads. 

ONLY  WRITTEN  ADS  ACCEfTED. 


CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used.  HEIDELBERG  STAINED  CLASS, 

Baptistries,  steeples,  &  stained  Meridian.  Design,  Fabrication, 
glass,  MS  &  ALA.  1 -8(K)-830-0583.  Repair.  Fax  illustrations  to  (601) 
FOR  SALE:  1985  Ford  extend-a-van  483-7958  or  call! -800-368-2705. 
with  wheelchair  lift,  hand  controls,  SEEKING  FULL-TIME  MUSICAOUTFI 
steering  wheel  extension,  all  excellent  PASTOR.  Send  resume  to:  First  Baptist 
errndition.  70,0(X1  miles.  Call  1-800-  Church,  Attn:  Tammy  lackson,  P.O.  Box 
830-0583.  10,  Norphlet,  AR  71759. 

ORDER  THE  WORD:  The  Bible  from  CUSTOM  STAINED  CLASS  windows 
26  translations.  Complete  K|V  in  Ijold  for  churches  and  homes.  Stained 
type  and  lighter  type  under  each  line  Glassworks,  Inc.  1-800-605-2970. 
is  additional  help  from  other  transla-  NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY, 
lions  without  repealing.  Satisfaction  INC.  Old  Bibles  rebound.  Also  church 
guaranteerl.  Deluxe  hardback  $69.95  bulletins  and  hymnals.  For  more  infor- 
or  bonded  leather  $89.95.  Mathis  mation  call  662-453-7424  or  fax  us  at 
Pub.  Inc..  Box  6685,  Gulf|xirl,  MS  662-455-6743.  Lrxated  at  107  North 
39506  or  call  228-863-61  77.  Stone  Avenue,  Greenwood,  MS  38930. 

WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  VANS  Featuring  6  |OIN  DR.  MILTON  WHEELER  of 
to  1  5  [tassenger  vans,  customized  and  William  Carey  College  for  his  Feltruary 
[tanel  vans.  Daily  and  weekly  rates,  tour  ot  Paul's  lourneys  in  Turkey  (Antioch, 
Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  lackson  (601)  Tarsus,  Galacia,  Ephesus,  Colossae)  Call 
948-3391.  Since  1965 


Church  Buses 

•  We  buy  used  buses 

•  Guaranteed  buy-back  program 

Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc 
Brentwood,  Tenn. 

1-(800)-370-6180 

1-(615)-376-2287 

www.carpenterbus.com 
S/vci  1953 


New  and  Used  Buses  in  stock 
Available  in  12  to  43  passengers 


(60 1 )  268-3 1 26  CK  (60 1 )  582-6 1 65 


Till  Baimisi  Rit orp- 


\V 
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USE  MISS.  EVANGELISTS 


visit  to  Ridgecrest,  which  led  to 
my  staying  there  for  the 
Editor:  remainder  or  that  summer  as  a 

As  I  have  served  the  past  staffer.  That  experience  remains 
year  as  secretary /treasurer  of  one  of  my  fondest  summer 
the  Conference  of  Mississippi  memories. 

Baptist  Evangelists  (COMBE), 
it  has  been  my  pleasure  to  get 
to  know  the  fine  group  of  men 
and  women  who  God  has 
called  to  full  time  vocational 
evangelism  from  Mississippi. 

It  is  my  prayer  that  our 
Mississippi  Baptist  churches 
would  begin  now  to  pray  about 
how  God  will  lead  them  to  use 
one  or  more  of  our  vocational 
evangelists  in  their  churches  in 
the  coming  year. 

God  has  called  and  uniquely 
qualified  these  men  and 
women  to  serve  his  church  in 
the  all-important  task  of  win¬ 
ning  people  to  Christ. 

I  would  urge  our  pastors 
and  church  leaders  to  begin 
today  to  make  plans  to  include 
these  servants  of  God  in  T  ‘ 
service  this  next  year.  I  would  elderly, 
urge  all  of  you  to  select  one  of 
our  Mississippi  evangelists  and 
support  them  in  prayer  and 
financially  if  you  can,  because 
the  life  or  a  vocational  evange¬ 
list  is  a  tough'^one,  with  many 
days  and  weeks  spent  on  the 
road  away  from  family  and 
home.  As  Mississippi  Baptists 
let's  do  our  part  to  make  their 
ministry  a  success. 

If  you  would  like  a  listing  of 
COMBE  members  you  may  and  the 
request  one  at  (888)  9^9-3277,  or 
visit  our  w^^pag^  at 
www.kingdomgrowtTtrrom  and 
select  COMBE  or  visit  our  dis¬ 
play  table  at  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Evangelism  Conference 
Jan.  21-22  at  Ridgecrest  Church, 

Madison. 

Tom  Posey 
Sec./Treas.,  COMBE 
LOCATION 


many  ways  to  succeed  that  was  established  in  1908.  In  the 
would  be  much  better  than  past  couple  of  years  the  church 
gambling.  He  was  so  brain-  has  been  redecorated,  a  bap- 
washed  oy  ignorance  that  he  tistry  installed,  and  a  new  nurs- 
was  offended  by  my  offer  and  ery  added.  We  now  have  six- 
hung  up.  plus  babies  including  twin  boys. 

GamDling  is  not  the  issue.  Early  this  year  with  Stanley 
Excessive  government  is  the  Barnett  serving  as  interim  pas- 
root  cause  of  the  gambling  tor,  the  church  licensed  two 
problem  —  government  refus-  young  men  to  the  ministry, 
mg  to  do  what  it  should  do  and  Leavy  Shoffner,  age  16,  still  in 
doing  what  it  should  not  do.  high  school,  and  Stacy  Madison 
Government  has  no  business  just  out  of  college, 
saying  who  can  gamble  or  In  February,  Madison 
where,  any  more  than  saying  became  our  pastor  and  Shoffrier 
who  can  or  where  they  can  play  is  doing  supply  preaching.  Our 
the  stock  market  or  farm  or  run  attendance  nas  almost  doubled, 
any  kind  of  business,  all  of  Madison  baptized  12  converts 
which  requires  taking  risks  with  more  to  be  baptized, 
which  is  a  form  of  gambling.  God  is  at  work  in  our  church 

The  difference  is  all  the  rest  and  we  thank  God  and  give 
have  to  disclose  the  truth  but  him  the  glory, 
gambling  places  don't.  That  Mary  Molpus 
raises  the  question:  Which  one  Philadelphia 


Letters  to 
THE  Editor 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 


Editor: 

Kermit  S.  King  died  Oct.  30. 
It  is  with  great  gratitude  (that  I) 
remember  him. 

For  some  50-pIus  years,  this 
man  was  called  to  minister  to 
their  people  especially  young  and 

. '.  He  did  so  without 

recognition  and  did  not  feel 
that  he  missed  anything  in  the 
process.  His  goal  was  to 
observe  changes  in  people.  He 
achieved  this  in  many  ways. 
His  words  were  orthopraxy  as 
much  as  orthodoxy.  God  and 
Kermit  talked  to  each  other  and 
Kermit  listened  and  responded 
as  directed. 

He  never  accumulated  wealth; 
his  stewardship  was  with  God 
and  the  pwple.  He  was  a  preach¬ 
er  (proclaimer)  and  ordained  as  a 
deacon. 

His  labor  was  observed  by 
people,  fellow- workers  and 
friends.  The  one  thing  all  of  us 
know  —  Kermit  took  it  all  with 
him  as  God  welcomed  Kermit 
to  God's  heaven. 

Karl  Seepe 
Clinton 


Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 


gambling  laws  are  religious 
leaders? 

Excessive  gambling  is  one  of  Editor: 
the  byproducts  of  improper  Speaking  in  response  to 
conduct  of  both  government  Paige  Patterson,  our  Southern 
and  citizens.  Most  of  Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  pres- 
mankind's  progress  is  made  by  ident,  on  Southern  Baptists 
people  being  active  and  getting  going  to  Chicago,  I  agree  on  his 


ON  TO  CHICAGO 


Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
^\  ill  receive  priority  when  spac  e  _ 


guidance  from  God  as  to  what  every  single  poitrt.  — ^  — 
to  do  and  then  doing  it.  The  Roman  officer,  seeking 

Again  I  thank  you  for  a  good  only  a  word  from  Jesus  to  cure 
article.  Informing  people  is  the  his  serv'ant,  was  not  American, 
big  challenge  that  we  all  face  or  Baptist,  and  probably  not  a 
today.  Mason,  but  Christ  responded, 

Roy  T.  Lewis  "I  have  not  found  a  greater 

Jackson  faith  in  all  Israel."  Not  only  did 

he  become  Christian,  surely, 
but  also  would  —  no,  should — 
GOD  AT  WORK  have  been  embraced  by  any  of 

the  other  groups. 

We  all  struggle  against  the 
principalities  and  powers  and 
should  not  judge,  especially  to 
condemnation.  I  am  glad  to  see 
those  basic  values  set  forth  by 
our  SBC  president  (as  we)  go  to 
Chicago  and  all  the  earth. 

R.  Dale  Howe 
Coldwater 


is  limited.) 


Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 


Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 


Editor: 

As  a  member  of  Sardis 
Church  who  is  disabled  and 
can't  attend,  I  enjoy  the  tape 
ministry.  I  would  like  to  put 
this  praise  report  in  The  Baptist 
Record. 

Sardis  is  a  beautiful  little 
white  country  church  which 


No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 


When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


GAMBLING:  FACTS  ABSENT 

KING  COMMENDED 

Editor's  twte:  Following  is  a  let- 
Editor:  ter  written  to  James  A.  Walters, 

Thank  you  for  the  article  you  chairman  of  the  Mississippi 

ran  announcing  the  death  of  Baptist  Christian  Action 

Kermit  King.  I  was  one  of  many  Commission,  in  response  to 

youth  who  was  influenced  by  Walters'  anti-gambling  commen- 

nim  and  his  leadership  in  tary  in  the  December  11  issue  of 

Mississippi  Baptist  work.  The  Clarion-Ledger  newspaper  in 

I  first  met  him  while  I  was  a  Jackson. 
youth  at  First  Church, 

Vicksburg.  Our  friendship  Dr.  Walters: 
grew  over  the  years  througn  Thanks  for  your  great  article 
tne  interest  he  Uxik  in  me.  He  (regarding  Mississippi  Baptists 
was  responsible  for  my  first  being)  committed  to  fignting 

Are  your  seniors  tired  of  at,  8^*^  1*^8- 

crawlrrrg  over  the  of  fhe  key  ISSUes  With 

HUMP'' The  solution  IS mUniH  gambling  is  the  absence  of 
a  15-passenger  van  facts.  This  guy  wrote  a  letter  to 

with  an  aisle,  raised  root  thj.  paper  and  said  that  gam- 

&  electric  step.  bling  IS  the  only  opportunity 

Cal  Tri-state  \tan& Bus  Todayll-80(V330-a622  for  people  to  get  ahead.  I  called 

BUSES' VANS' PEOPLE  MOVERS'  and  offered  to  teach  him 


Loving  the  Lost 


oon 


MS  Positions  Avaiiable 


ChXLitniai.  CJj-pcxLn^  pox 
£fnt£.xnutiona[ 

National  Goal: 

$125  million 


NEW  SIGHT  BAPTIST  CHURCH  -  Branch  Ril ,  Florome,  MS  IWT 
Scan  hinn  tor  tiill-timc  asstx  iatc  pastor  NEEDED;  FULL-TIME  CrfURCH  SECRE- 
wilh  emphasis  in  youth,  artivitii's,  and  TARY.  Some  cx()ericnte  workinp  with 
pastoral  <  arc  ministries.  Mail  resume  to  computers  including  word  prcKcssing  is 
lohnny  Sykes,  2404  New  Sight  Dr.,  needed.  For  further  information,  please 
Brookhaven,  MS  .T9(>0I.  send  resume  to  the  Personnel 

PART-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR/MINIS-  (Committee,  Daniel  Memorial  Baptist 
TER  OF  MUSIC.  Send  resume  to  Clear  Church,  .17fl4  Terry  Rd.,  |a<  kson,  MS 
Branch  Baptist  Church,  276  Clear  3921 2.  Telephone  (601 )  .176-4100. 


Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering 

for  International  Missions 

1998  Top  Ten  Churches 

Total  Gifts 

1 .  First  Church,  Jackson 

$255,000 

2.  First  Church,  Natchez 

$127,252 

3.  First  Church,  Columbus 

$122,871 

4.  Broadmoor  Church,  Jackson 

$105,644 

5.  First  Church,  Starkville 

$86,086 

6.  First  Church,  Clinton 

$63,941 

7.  Colonial  Heights,  Jackson 

$55,000 

8.  Temple,  Hattiesburg 

$51,879 

9.  Parkway,  Clinton 

$47,857 

10.  Harrisburg  Church,  Tupelo 

$47,273 

Per  Member  Gifts 

1 .  Yellow  Leaf  Church,  Oxford 

$81.06 

2.  First  Church,  Natchez 

$70.38 

3.  Springdale  Church,  Ripley 

$70.26 

4.  Antioch  Church,  Golden 

$69.34 

5.  Faith  Church,  Jackson 

$66.17 

6.  Oak  Grove  Church,  Lake 

$60.07 

7.  Highland  Colony  Church,  Ridgeland 

$52.48 

8.  First  Church,  Columbus 

$49.89 

9.  Liberty  Church,  Toomsuba 

$49.73 

10.  Hazel  Church,  Lake 

$46.61 

Dkckmber  23, 1999 


-The  Baptist  Record 
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Life  and  Work 

The  Wise  Men: 
determined  worshipers 


Matthew  2:1-12 


By  Michael  Jones 


There  is  much  talk  these 
days  about  which  form  of  wor¬ 
ship  is  the  right  one.  Is  it  con¬ 
temporary  or  traditional,  using 
hymns  or  praise  choruses? 
Snould  it  be  with  an  organ  and 
piano,  or  with  a  praise  band? 
Whatever  the  answer,  worship 
has  one  goal:  to  lift  up  the  name 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

The  wise  men  who  came  to 
see  the  baby  Jesus  are  a  great 
example  of  what  happens  to 
cause  worship,  as  well  as  what 


during 


Jones 


happens 
worship. 

Worship  does  not 
just  happen  on  Sunday  morn¬ 
ings  or  just  with  hymns  or  cho¬ 
ruses.  Worship  happens  when 
we  have  a  desire  to  worship, 
when  we  prepare  for  worshii?, 
and  when  we  express  it  properly. 

Oesire  to  worship  (w.  1-2). 
The  wise  men  came  because 
they  had  seen  a  sign;  the  star  in 
the  east.  They  came  seeking  "the 
one  who  has  been  bom  King  of 
the  Jews."  They  came  seeking  to 
worship  this  new  King. 


When  we  come  to  wor¬ 
ship,  do  we  come  seeking 
to  worship  the  King? 
Many  times  we  may  go  to 
what  we  call  worship  out 
of  a  sense  of  responsibili¬ 
ty  or  habit.  The  wise  men 
came  to  worship  out  of 
desire.  This  is  wnere  true 
worship  begins.  The 
desire  to  worship  him 
comes  out  of  the  recogni¬ 
tion  that  Jesus  is  the  King  of 
kings.  Worship  is  not  done  for 
any  other  reason. 

Overcome  obstacles  to  wor¬ 
ship  (w.  3-8).  When  King  Herod 
heard  about  the  wise  men  com¬ 
ing  to  worship  the  King,  he 
attempted  to  take  advantage  of 
their  joumev.  Having  found  out 
from  the  chief  priests  where  the 
King  was  to  be  bom,  he  instmct- 
ed  the  wise  men  to  report  to  him 
when  they  had  found  the  King. 


The  wise  men,  however,  would 
not  be  used.  They  would  not 
allow  Herod  to  distract  them 
from  their  search  for  the  new 
bom  King. 

When  we  come  seeking  God 
in  worship,  we  too  must  put 
aside  all  distractions.  We  must 
put  aside  the  barriers  which 
prevent  us  from  worshiping  the 
King.  With  the  same  determi¬ 
nation  of  the  wise  men  we  must 
worship  the  King. 

How  easy  it  is  to  be  distract¬ 
ed  in  our  worship,  like  worry¬ 
ing  about  events  in  our  life,  or 
thinking  about  the  non  impor¬ 
tant,  mundane  issues  which  fill 
our  lives,  or  even  being  dis¬ 
tracted  from  worship  by  others 
in  our  lives.  We  prepare  for 
worship  by  being  mindful  of 
these  things  but  deciding  to  not 
let  them  obstruct  our  worship. 

Express  worship  (w.  9-12). 


The  wise  men  continued  follow¬ 
ing  the  star  they  had  seen  until  it 
"stopped  over  the  place  where 
the  child  was."  Here  we  read 
they  were  overjoyed  and  wor¬ 
shiped  the  King.  Then,  they  pre¬ 
sented  him  with  their  gifts  of 
gold,  incense,  and  myrrh. 

Giving  is  an  expression  of 
worship.  It  involves  giving  to 
Gcxl  through  our  time,  talents, 
and  tithe.  It  begins,  though, 
with  the  initial  giving  to  God 
the  gift  of  ourselves. 

The  wise  men  brought  gifts  to 
the  King  as  an  act  of  worship. 
When  we  come  to  worship  the 
King,  we  should  bring  him  the 
gift  of  ourselves,  humble,  obedi¬ 
ent,  and  desiring  to  worship  him. 

What  happens  when  you 
worship? 

Jones  is  associate  pastor/youth 
minister  at  Monticello  Church, 
Monticello. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Live  in  truth 

1  John  2:18-27 


By  Carl  M.  White 


A  friend  e-mailed  me  a  poem 
that  starts  like  this: 

T'xvas  the  night  before  Nexo 
Year's  and  all  thru  the  nation 
We  waited  the  bug,  the  millen¬ 
nium  sensation. 

u  All  the  chips  were  replaced  in 

computers  ivith  care 

In  hopes  that  ol'  bugsy  would¬ 
n't  stop  there .... 

Doomsday  prophets  hav'e 
cried  "the  sky  is  falling"  loud 
enough  to  be  heard  by  virtually 
everyone.  Some  are  going  to  be 
disappointed  on  January  1 
when  the  world  doesn't  come 
to  an  end.  The  truth  is,  God  will 
bring  about  Armageddon  in  his 
timing  and  in  his  way. 


White 


Y2K  is  really  rather 
arbitrary.  It  is  happen¬ 
ing  because  centuries 
ago  someone  guessed 
when  the  birth  of  Jesus  was 
and  started  counting.  What  if 
they  got  it  wrong  hy  a  few 
years? 

As  believers,  our  concern 
should  not  be  for  Y2K  but  for 
JCS  —  Jesus  Christ  Saves.  As 
today's  lesson  demonstrates, 
doomsday  prophets  have  been 
around  for  a  long,  long  time. 

Understanding  antichrist 
(w.  18-21).  Notice  how  John 
distinguishes  between 

"antichrist"  and  "antichrists" 
in  verse  18.  The  singular 
"antichrist"  is  part  of  the  scrip¬ 
tural  reference  to  the  future 


coming  of  the  "man  of 
lawlessness"  Paul  wrote 
about  in  2  Thess.  2:3  and 
the  book  of  The 
Revelation  refers  to  with 
the  number  666. 

The  plural 

"antichrists"  is  a  refer¬ 
ence  to  false  teachers. 
John  indicates  that  the 
end  of  times  will  be 
characterized  by  many 
false  antichrists. 

In  verse  19  he  makes  a  sur¬ 
prising  statement.  Those  he 
calls  false  antichrists  came 
from  the  church.  However,  he 
is  careful  to  point  out,  though 
they  had  been  part  of  the  fel¬ 
lowship  of  the  church,  they 
were  never  really  "of  us,"  he 
says.  This  means,  they  were 
never  really  believers. 

Jesus  spoke  of  this  when  he 
gave  the  parable  of  the  sower. 
Some  of  nis  sown  seed  fell  on 
rocky  and  weed-filled  soil. 
Thus,  the  gospel  never  takes 
root.  They  were  never  really 


saved.  As  long  ago  as  the  time 
of  the  Apostle  Jo^,  there  was 
a  problem  with  unbelievers  in 
the  church. 

Confessing  Jesus  is  the 
Christ  (w.  22-23),  Here  is  how 
false  antichrists  are  identified 
—  they  deny  Christ. 

The  wora  Christ  means  mes- 
siah.  The  confessional  state¬ 
ment  of  the  church  is  Jesus  is 
the  Christ,  the  Messiah,  the  Son 
of  God  and  Savior  of  the  world. 
Anyone  who  denies  this  is  not 
the  antichrist,  but  reflects  the 
spirit  of  antichrist. 

A  person  comes  to  know  the 
Father  through  the  Son.  Jesus 
himself  said,  "I  am  the  way, 
and  the  truth,  and  the  life;  no 
one  comes  to  the  Father,  but 
through  Me."  (John  14:6  NASB) 
In  all  that  we  do  in  the  church, 
we  must  never  get  away  from 
the  simple  confession  of  faith 
that  Jesus  IS  the  Christ. 

Abiding  in  the  truth  (w.  24- 
27).  John's  advice  to  the  believ¬ 
ers  of  his  day,  and  the  Holy 


Spirit's  word  to  believers  of 
today,  is  to  "abide"  in  the  truth 
o  about  Christ. 

Abide  means  to  remain  in 
relationship  with  something. 
Thus,  in  these  unsettling  times 
with  talk  about  Y2K,  the 
Christian's  answer  is  to  abide 
in  Christ. 

The  Bible  indicates  a  cer¬ 
tain  result.  Abiding  in  Christ 
means  spiritual  fruitfulness 
(John  15:5);  it  means 
answered  prayer  (John  15:7); 
it  means  peace  (John  16:33);  it 
means  new  life  (2  Cor.  5:17); 
and  it  means  righteousness 
(Phil.  3:9). 

In  addition,  verse  27  indi¬ 
cates  that  abiding  with  Christ 
brings  a  certain  "anointing" 
whi^  is  a  form  of  protection 
from  false  teachers  and  false 
teachings.  We  need  this 
anointing  next  week  as  we 
end  the  1900s  and  begin  with 
year  2000. 

White  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Clinton. 


Family  Bible  Series 

Time  of  worshiping 

Matthew  2:1-12 


A 


By  Lynn  Jones 


The  reference  department  in 
a  university  library  received  a 
piece  of  mail  with  an  unusual 
name  on  the  front.  The  letter 
was  addressed  to  the 
"Reverence  Department."  It 
seems  to  me  that  all  of  us  ought 
to  have  one  of  those. 

Christmas  produces  many 
reactions  on  our  part  —  excite¬ 
ment,  joy,  expectation.  One  of 
our  responses  to  Christmas 
should  be  reverence.  What  an 
awesome  event  Christmas  is! 
This  mighty  gift  of  Gtxl  should 
move  us  to  reverence  and  wor¬ 
ship.  We  can  learn  about  that 
from  the  wise  men,  who  came 
to  Christ  at  the  first  Christmas. 

Time  to  seek  (w.  1-2).  The 


V 


Jones 


wise  men  or  magi, 
were  a  group  of 
learned  men  who 
probably  had  come 
from  Baoylon.  In  Babylon  they 
may  have  learned  from  the 
Jews  about  their  expectation  of 
a  Messiah.  When  they  saw  the 
star  from  their  home  in  the  east, 
they  saw  this  as  a  signal  that 
the  Messiah  had  been  bom. 

Although  Jesus  had  been 
bom  in  Bethlehem,  the  wise 
men  expected  that  this  "King 
of  the  Jews"  had  been  bom  in 
the  capital  city  of  Jerusalem. 
Their  purpose  in  coming  was 
to  worship  him. 

Worshiping  God  is  the  most 
important  thing  that  we  can  do 
at  Christmas  time.  Sadly,  that 
sometimes  gets  lost  in  the 


Christmas  shuffle.  Like 
the  wise  men,  we  need 
to  plan  specific  ways  of 
worshiping  the  Lord 
during  this  important 
season. 

Time  to  leam  (v.  3-6). 
Herod  the  Great  was 
king  of  Judea  at  this 
time.  When  he  learned 
of  the  birth  of  a  new 
"king,"  he  was  troubled. 
The  entire  city  of  Jerusalem 
was  worried  because  Herod's 
insecurity  had  often  prompted 
rash  behavior  on  his  part. 

Herod  asked  the  religious 
leaders  what  the  Bible  said 
about  the  birth  of  Christ.  Tlie 
Jewish  leaders  ijuoted  Micah 
5:2  which  identified  Bethlehem 
as  the  place  of  his  birth.  Herod 
was  ignorant  of  the  Bible's  con¬ 
tents,  and  the  religious  leaders 
had  only  an  academic  knowl¬ 
edge  of  its  contents.  Neither  of 
them  came  to  Jesus. 

The  purpose  of  the  Bible  is 
to  lead  us  to  the  feet  of  the 
Savior.  At  this  season  of  the 


year,  we  warm  our  hands 
around  the  fire.  We  need  to 
warm  our  hearts  around  the 
Word  of  God.  As  we  do  so,  his 
Word  can  lead  us  to  the  feet  of 
Jesus  for  salvation  and  fellow¬ 
ship  with  him. 

Time  to  act  (w.  7-8),  Herod 
knew  where  Christ  was  sup¬ 
posed  to  born.  He  then  asked 
the  wise  men  when  the  star 
appeared  so  that  he  could  leam 
the  time  of  Christ's  birth. 
Finally,  he  needed  to  know  the 
exact  location  of  the  child  so  he 
sent  the  wise  men  to 
Bethlehem  to  find  out.  Herod 
claimed  that  he  would  come 
later  to  worship  the  child.  His 
claim  reminds  us  of  the  excus¬ 
es  that  we  and  others  some¬ 
times  produce  in  order  to 
avoid  gOTuine  worship. 

Time  to  give  (w.  9-12).  The 
miraculous  star  led  the  wise 
men  from  Bethlehem  to  the 
very  house  where  Jesus  was. 
The  fact  that  the  wise  men 
came  to  a  "house"  where 
Jesus  was,  rather  than  a  stable 


probably  means  that  they 
arrived  at  the  end  of  their 
long  trip  several  weeks  after 
his  birtn.  This  impression  is 
strengthened  by  the  fact  that 
Jesus  is  called  a  "young  child" 
rather  than  a  baby. 

When  the  wise  men  had 
entered  the  house,  they  gave 
Jesus  gifts  of  gold,  frarudn- 
cense,  and  myrrh.  These  were 
very  valuable  gifts  which 
expressed  the  adoration  of 
these  visitors  from  the  East. 
Genuine  worship  is  always 
marked  by  sacrificial  giving. 

A  man  gave  a  very  large  sum 
of  money  to  a  Christian  univer¬ 
sity.  The  university's  director  of 
giving  asked,  "In  whose  name 
would  you  like  to  give  this 
gift?"  The  man  responded,  "In 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ!"  At 
this  Christmas  season,  when 
we  think  of  God's  great  gift  of 
his  Son,  this  should  move  us  to 
genuine  worship  and  sacrificial 
giving. 

Jones  is  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Booneville. 


Family  Bible  Series 

Focus  on  commitment 

Matthew  4:18-22;  9:9-12;  10:1-4 


about  his  team's  perfor-  Because  he  was  a  Jewish  citizen 

mance.  He  remarked  who  collected  taxes  for  the 

that  the  players  seemed  Romans,  Matthew  was  disliked 

to  lack  commitment  to  by  his  fellow  citizens, 

what  they  were  doing.  Although  many  disliked 
Hyii  He  said,  "They  remind  Matthew,  Jesus  cared  about 

me  of  the  kamikaze  pilot  him  and  saw  the  enormous 

w'ho  flew  31  missions."  potential  in  his  life.  When 
These  first  disciples  Matthew  responded  to  Jesus' 
,  made  no  halfway  com-  call,  he  invited  his  fellow  tax 

*  mitment.  They  walked  collectors  and  other  social  out- 

away  from  their  nets  and  boats  casts  to  his  home  to  eat  with 

and  never  came  back.  Christ  is  Jesus.  The  Pharisees  criticized 

of  Capernaum.  He  first  asked  still  looking  for  disciples  who  Jesus  for  this,  but  he  defended 

Peter  and  Andrew  to  follow  are  willing  to  pay  the  price  of  his  actions.  He  likened  himself 

of  the  him.  A  little  later  he  asked  commitment.  to  a  physician  who  goes  out  to 

James  and  John,  who  were  Commitment's  purpose  help  sick  people, 
partners  in  the  fishing  business  (9:9-12),  The  account  of  What  would  you  think  of  a 
(Luke  5:10),  to  do  the  same.  Matthew's  call  to  be  a  disciple  physician  who  came  to  your 

The  response  of  these  first  is  similar  to  that  of  the  earlier  town  but  refused  to  have  any- 

disciples  was  identical.  They  disciples.  This  call  also  thing  to  do  with  sick  people? 

immediately  left  their  fishing  occurred  near  Capernaum  and  What  if  he  only  wantecf  to 

business  and  followed  him.  was  a  call  to  total  commitment,  spend  his  time  with  people  who 

They  did  not  try  to  excuse  Matthew  was  a  tax  collector  were  well?  Obviously,  such  a 
themselves  or  to  resist  the  invi-  for  the  Roman  government,  phvsician  would  be  of  little 

tation.  They  were  willing  to  From  his  tax  office  in  vafue.  The  whole  purpose  of  his 

leave  the  security  of  their  busi-  Capernaum,  he  probably  collect-  education  and  training  is  to 

ness  and  to  follow  Jesus.  ed  ta.xes  on  goods  that  passed  enable  him  to  help  sick  people, 

er  (John  1:35-42).  They  had  Football  coach  Lou  Holtz  through  the  city  on  the  trade  In  the  same  way,  Christians  are 

spent  some  time  with  him,  but  was  once  asked  after  a  game  routes  that  ran  through  the  area,  responsible  for  reaching  out  to 


By  Lynn  Jones _  they  had  not  made  ayA^E 

commitment  to  follow 

Much  of  the  religion  of  our  him  all  of  the  time.  . 
day  has  been  called  "hot  tub  Jesus  now  approached 
religion."  That  is  religion  that  them  along  the  Sea  of  Galilee, 
makes  you  feel  good  but  asks  probably  near  their  home  town 
nothing  of  you.  '  "  -  -  - 

That  is  a  far  cry  from  the 
Christianity'  on  the 
New  Testament.  When  Jesus 
Christ  came  to  invite  persons  to 
follow  him,  he  asked  a  lot  of 
them.  He  asked  them  to  com¬ 
mit  themselves  without  reser¬ 
vation  to  him  and  to  his 
redemptiye  purposes.  He  still 
asks  for  that  kind  of  commit¬ 
ment  today. 

Commitment's  price  (4:18- 
22).  Jesus  had  met  Peter, 

Andrew,  James,  and  John  earli- 


Life  and  Work 

A  world  to  manage 

Gen.  2:15;  2  Chron.  7:11-16;  Ps.  8:6-8;  24:1 
115:16;  Hos.  4:1-3 


•'  God.  Our  problem  is  that 
\  many  times  we  tend  to 
I  believe  that  we  also  own 
^  the  earth.  This  is  not  so.  In 
fact,  we  do  not  own  any- 
thing.  We  are  just  given 
the  earth  to  use,  not  to 
possess.  How  does  this 
relate  to  our  lesson?  The 
HH  "role"  we  have  is  that  of 
tenant  farmer  just  using 
the  land. 

God  made  us  caretakers 
(Gen.  2:15;  Ps.  8:6-8).  The 
"responsibility"  we  have  for  our 
world  is  to  rule  over  it  as  a  man¬ 
ager  or  caretaker.  Recognizing 
that  we  are  not  owners  but  man¬ 
agers  and  caretakers,  Christians 
cannot  use  the  world's 
resources  however  we  see  fit. 
Instead,  we  are  to  care  for  its 
resources  and  be  good  stewards 
of  what  the  owner  has  given  us 
to  use.  Being  a  caretaker  also 
involves  guarding  our  world.  In 
Gen.  chapter  two,  Adam  was 


given  his  assignment  to  "guard"  verse  13:  "If  I  shut  up  the  heav- 
what  God  had  given.  It  is  now  ens  so  that  there  is  no  rain,  or  if 
our  watch.  I  command  the  locust  to  devour 

We  can  inflict  terrible  dam-  the  land,  or  if  I  send  pestilence 
age  (Hos.  4:1-3).  Unfortunately,  among  My  people."  (NASB) 
another  "role"  we  play  in  our  The  context  is  the  condition 
w'orld  is  that  of  destroyer.  Hosea  of  the  world,  and  the  environ- 
is  v'ery  clear  in  this  passage  that  ment.  It  mentions  drought  and 
our  sins  affect  us  and  the  world  plagues.  We  can  be  an  agent  of 
around  us.  Because  of  the  sins  of  change  by  humbling  ourselves 
the  Israelites,  the  land  and  ani-  before  God  and  seeking  his  for- 
mals  on  the  land  were  dying.  As  g^iveness.  When  we  as 
Christians,  our  lives  do  affect  Chrishans  do  this  —  not  those 
our  world  and  our  environ-  who  don't  know  Christ  —  God 
ment.  CXir  sins  can  destroy  our  will  hear  our  prayers  and  heal 
moral  and  physical  environ-  our  land.  What  a  ’'role"! 
ment.  The  choices  we  make  in  What  is  our  role?  It  is  to  be 
our  lives  to  sin  directly  damage  caretakers  of  God's  earth,  not 
our  world.  It  has  a  ripple  affect,  damaging  it  with  our  sins,  by 
God  can  repair  the  damage  humbly  seeking  God's  face  and 


By  Michael  Jones 


and  scientists  do  not  jont 
know  what  they  are 
talking  about.  Indeed,  God  is  in 
contrm  and,  although  the  scien¬ 
tists  may  not  know  what  they 
are  talking  about,  Christians  do 
have  a  role  and  a  responsibility 
when  it  comes  to  our  world.  In 
fact,  we  will  find  in  today's  les¬ 
son  we  are  the  responsible 
ones.  We  have  the  vital  role. 

God  owns  everything  (Ps. 
24:1;  115:16).  In  chapter  24,  the 
Psalmist  makes  it  veiy  clear  the 
earth  belongs  to  (Sod.  Not 
many  of  us  would  dispute  this. 
We  r^lize  the  earth  belongs  to 


The  next  millennium  is  upon 
us.  If  we  listen  to  scientists,  the 
outlook  for  this  next  1000  years 
is  not  very  promising,  with 
global  warming,  contaminated 
streams  and  rivers,  entire 
species  being  wiped  out  due  to 
the  depletion  of  the  rain  forest, 
and  a  list  that  could  go  on  and 
on.  What  is  our  role  as 
Christians  in  regard  to  the  envi¬ 
ronment?  Do  we  have  a  duty 
and  a  responsibility? 

Many  Christians  have  taken 
the  stand  that  God  is  in  control 


Explore  the  Bible 

Pursuing  righteousness 

1  John  2:28-3:10 


By  Carl  M.  White 


There  is  a  preoccimation 
these  days  witn  the  ^cond 
Coming  of  Christ.  As  part  of  the 
millennium  fascination,  many 
are  speculating  about  the  return 
of  Christ.  Ratner  than  pursuing 
the  right  interpretation  of  the 
end  of  times,  (Thristians  should 
be  pursuing  a  right  relationship 
witn  God  and  with  others.  John 
indicates  that  these  are  the  two 
areas  that  matter  most,  not  pre¬ 
dicting  the  Lord's  return. 

The  confidence  of  obedience 
(2:28-29).  This  is  w'hat  John  is  try¬ 
ing  to  say  to  the  first  century 
church,  and  what  the  Word  of 


Gtxl  is  saying  to  the 
church  of  today. 
Whenever  his  coming 
our  primary  concern 
should  be  preparation, 
not  prediction.  Confidence  in  the 
face  of  the  end  times  comes  not 
from  detailed  knowledge  of  the 
latest  apcxralyptic  theories,  but 
from  a  relationship  with  Christ.  If 
you  are  going  about  the  business 
of  sharing  the  love  of  diod  with 
others,  then  you  are  as  ready  as 
you  need  to  tc  for  his  return. 

The  puril^ing  hope  (3:1-3). 
In  verse  three  Jonn  says, 
"eve^one  who  has  TFlIS 
HOPE  fixed  on  him  purifies 
himse!f."(emphasis  added) 


White 


What  is  this  hope? 

First  of  all,  this  hope  is 
found  in  a  relationship. 
We  are  his  children. 
Confirmation  of  this  rela¬ 
tionship  comes  from  a 
rather  unusual  source: 
the  condemnation  of  the 
world.  Just  as  the  world 
didn't  know  him,  it  dcx:s 
not  recognize  us.  Post¬ 
modern  philosopher  and 
theologian  Leonard  Sweet  says 
that  tne  greatest  sin  of  the 
church  today  is  we  have  become 
"of "  the  world.  According  to  the 
Word  of  God,  the  praise  of  soci¬ 
ety  is  not  a  virtue  for  the  church. 

Second,  our  hope  looks  for¬ 
ward  to  a  comingidentity;  we 
will  be  like  him.  TTiis  is  a  mys¬ 
tery  in  part,  because  we  do  not 
yet  see  him.  The  result  of  this 
relationship  and  identity  is 
hope,  but  not  just  any  hope.  It 
is  a  hope  that  purifies. 


The  righteousness  of  Jesus 
(3:4-7).  Many  biblical  scholars 
recognize  that  John  speaks 
here  in  rather  idealistic  terms. 
The  testimony  of  Scripture 
confirms  the  reality  that 
Christians  still  sin.  Here  John 
is  referring  to  an  habitual 
lifestyle  where  a  person  seeks 
to  justify  their  sinful  behavior. 
This  sinfulness  is  the  ei^uiva- 
lent  of  lawlessness,  which  is 
John's  way  of  saying  being 
outside  of  the  law  or  rule  of 
God.  Someone  who  thus 
"practices  sin"  gives  evidence 
th^  do  not  "abide  in  Christ." 

Jesus  is  our  ideal.  He 
appeared  not  only  to  take 
away  our  sin,  but  to  show  us 
how  to  live  above  our  sinful¬ 
ness.  Thus,  anyone  who  abides 
in  him  moves  to  a  higher  ethi¬ 
cal  level.  In  verse  seven,  John 
finally  states  this  truth  in  a 
straightforward  fashion;  "the 


one  who  practices  righteous¬ 
ness  is  righteous." 

The  test  of  righteousness 
(3:8-10).  The  final  test  of  our  rela¬ 
tionship  with  Christ  is  deter¬ 
mined  by  our  relationships. 
John's  words  come  in  the  context 
of  false  teaching  which  had 
caused  the  confidence  of  these 
believes  to  be  shaken.  According 
to  John  it  is  this  simple:  The  peo¬ 
ple  of  God  are  the  ones  who  do 
the  things  of  God,  and  the  people 
of  the  devil  are  the  ones  who  do 
the  things  of  the  devil. 

The  ultimate  test  is  twofold: 
the  righteousness  of  God,  and 
the  love  of  humanity. 
Practicing  and  doing  what  is 
right  analoving  others  demon¬ 
strates  a  person's  relationship 
with  God. 

To  what  does  your  life  give 
testimony? 

While  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Clinton. 


Students  give  $3.5  million  to  missions  in  '99 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  —  College  stu¬ 
dents  from  across  the  country  gave  $3.5 
million  to  missions  in  1999. 

"That's  new  money,  money  they  raised 
or  earned  themselves,"  said  Bill  Henry, 
director  of  the  National  Student  Ministries 
department  of  LifeWay  Christian 
Resources  in  Nashville.  "That's  not  money 
that  moms  and  dads  gave  them." 
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Students  raised  the  money  by  bake  sales 
and  car  washes,  as  well  as  more  creative 
means.  One  Baptist  Student  Union  (BSU) 
group  wrappea  gifts  at  a  local  Wal-Mart 
store.  Wal-Mart  made  a  donation  to  the 
BSU  for  the  students'  work  instead  of  just 
hiring  another  worker.  On  another  cam¬ 
pus,  students  made  pledges.  One  student 
pledged  the  money  he  had  planned  to  use 
to  eat  out  after  church  on  Sunday.  He  ate  in 
the  campus  cafeteria  instead. 

Thanking  the  group  of  state  student 
work  directors  and  assistant  directors. 
Draper  told  them  he  believed  the  greatest 
mission  field  in  America  is  the  college  cam¬ 
pus.  "Student  ministry  is  not  easy.  You've 
got  everyone  involved  with  what  you  do. 
You've  got  LifeWav,  the  IMB  [International 
Mission  Board),  NIAMB  [North  American 
Mission  Board],  vour  state  conventions 
and  the  churches.''^ 

Meeting  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  Dec.  5-7, 
the  student  work  directors  heard  about 
two  biK)ks  being  written  for  use  in  gender- 
specific  ministry  for  college  students. 

"Virtuous  Reality,  becoming  the  ideal 
woman,"  by  Vicki  Courtney,  founder  of 
Cross  Roads  Women's  Ministiy',  is  directed 
toward  college-age  women.  "My  real  pas¬ 
sion  is  to  get  an  accurate  message  out  to 
these  college  women  that  God  has  a  differ¬ 
ent  definition  of  the  ideaf  woman  than 
what  the  world  says  is  ideal." 

The  book  uses  the  woman  cited  in 


Proverbs  31  to  show  what  God  wants  a 
woman  to  become. 

"A  woman  is  not  the  'ideal  woman' 
because  she  can  bake  the  perfect  biscuit 
and  sew  her  own  clothes,  but  she  becomes 
ideal  by  putting  God  in  the  very  center  of 
her  life,"  Courtney  said. 

She  said  she  hopes  college  women  will 
use  the  book  as  a  tool  for  finding  what  the 
ideal  woman  is  in  the  eyes  of  God. 

Student  minister  Gregg  Matte  has  written 
"The  Highest  Education,  becoming  a  godly 
man,"  aimed  toward  college-age  men. 

Henry  said  Matte  has  an  "amazing  min- 
istr\'"  with  college  students.  Each  week 
Matte  speaks  to  about  5,000  students  at 
Texas  A&M  University  in  College  Station, 
Texas. 

When  the  NSM  staff  approached  Matte 
about  writing  a  book  tor  college  men. 
Matte  quickly  agreed. 

He  quoted  Matte  as  saying,  "This  is 
unbelievable.  My  wife  and  I  have  been 
praying  for  the  last  month  about  what  God 
wants  us  to  do  next." 

Henry  noted  that  Matte  "already  had  a 
plan  in  mind  for  what  he  wanted  to  write." 

"College  students  are  at  a  point  in  their 
lives  when  they  are  making  lifestyle  deci¬ 
sions  that  will  follow  them  the  rest  of  their 
lives.  It's  exciting  to  know  they  are  learn¬ 
ing  how  to  be  disciples  for  Christ  and  are 
equipping  themselves  for  a  lifetime  of  ser¬ 
vice,"  he  said. 


College  students  from  across 
the  country  gave  $3.5  million 
to  missions  in  1999.  A  check 
was  presented  to  LifeWay 
President  lames  T.  Draper  )r. 
(center)  and  Morris  H. 
Chapman,  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
Executive  Committee  (left)  by 
Bill  Henry,  director.  National 
Collegiate  Ministry.  (BP  |)hoto 
by  Morris  Abernathy) 
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Mississippi  Baptists  are  blessed  with  three  schools  of  hi^er  education:  Blue 
Mountain  College  in  Blue  Mountain;  Mississippi  College  in  CUhton;  and  William 
Carey  College  m  Hattiesburg.  Each  year  the  campuses  are  decorated  for  the 
Christmas  season.  The  Baptist  Record  asked  each  school  to  provide  a  color  photo¬ 
graph  of  the  decorations  on  campus  for  the  enjoyment  of  our  readers  and  the 
schools'  supporters. 

CHRISTMAS  AT  CAREY  (right)  — 
The  Student  Ciovemment  Association 
Christmas  Tree,  illuminated  on 
December  3,  occupies  the  middle  of 
Estelle  Willis  Tower  at  the  Marjorie  and 
Earl  Kelly  Missions  Plaza  on  the  cam¬ 
pus  of  William  Carey  College  (WCC)  in 
Hattiesburg.  The  tree  lighting  cere- 
mony  marks  the  traditional  beginning 
-  of  the  Christmas  celebration  on  the 

_  'j.-— .  WCC  campus. 


CHRISTMAS  AT  BLUE  MOUNTAIN 
(below)  —  The  entry  to  the  Blue 
Mountain  College  campus  is  decorated 
for  the  holiday  season.  Other  buildings 
on  campus  are  decked  with  greenery 
arxl  red  ribbons  as  the  students  partici¬ 
pate  in  several  Christmas  programs  and 
celebrations. 


CHRISTMAS  AT  MISSISSIPPI  COLLEGE 
(above)  —  Wreaths  and  red  ribbon  adorn 
Nelson  Hall  on  the  campus  of  Mississippi 
College  in  Clinton.  Each  year  the  college  pre¬ 
sents  several  seasonal  programs,  such  as 
Festival  of  Lights  in  Provine  Chapel,  for  the 
campus  and  community  featuring  various  per- 


forming  groups  from  the  School  of  Music 


Tin  BM’iisi  Kkord 
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